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10 TAE 
ot Right Reverend Father in GOD 


E D M U N D, 


Lord Biſhop of LoN DON. 

My Lo p, 1 
== I TH the utmoſt Hu- 
mility and Deference 
to your Lordſhip's 
eminent Station, Cha- 
racter and Abilities, this mean 
Performance is preſented to you 
by the unworthy Author. 

It is not that I pretend there 
is any thing ſo conſiderable in 
it as to deſerve the Honour 
and Advantage of fo high a 
Batronage as Yours; much leſs 
would I preſume hereby to take 
Sanctuary in fo great a Name 
for all, no nor even any one 
ö 32 © - of 


; 1 


-& the Errors or "Imperſevtions | 
that may be in it. 


| Ho Acceptance. 
Mr MW, volfton, or his Friends, 


GER TOR 
* 


The: 2 


But, My Lord, The Cauſe 1 
endedvodr to maintain is, I 
think verily, the Cauſe of 
Truth; and this encourages me 
to hope, that even a feeble At- 
tempt for the Defence of it, 
from one that is a hearty Well- 
W iſher to it, will meet with 
our Lordſhip? 8 Indulgence and 
And if 


ſhould in earneſt agree to ap- 

eal to your Lordſhip's great 
are, as to the Manage- 
ment of this Controverſy on 


both Sides, I would moſt treely- 


acquieſce in their Choice, and 
very readily join Iſſue with * 

I am ſenſible of the encrea 
ing Numbers of thoſe, who 


are for *Ppohing the Chriſtian 


Re- 


. 


— 


Ie Dedication "op . 
KS and the Authority : 
of thoſe Sacred Writings from 


hence Mr. Woolflor's Piece, how- 
ever lighted by fome, has not 
fail d of having ſeveral Admi- 
rers, who think it affords them 
juſt Ground of new Triumphs 
againſt that ſide of the Queſtion, 
on which (Ido my ſelf the Ho- 
nour to ſay) T am with your 
| Lordſhip. And yet he fays, 
Your ' taking him for an Infidel 
was ſuch a Miſtake as he thought 

10 Scholar could have made: If 
he would pretend by this little 
Inſinuation to detract from your 
Lordſhip's very conſiderable 
Character and Figure in the 
Commonvealth of Letters ; how 
vain alaſs is his Attem t! As 
for my Part, 1 have ſo little 
Reputation; as' a Scholar, to 
loſe, 


hence it is extracted and 


vw The Dedication. 


loſe, that I _F 
_ tus Mercy ; an 


cerne 


venture it to 
muſt ſay (tho 
Ido not chuſe to give any Man 
a Name that is diſagreeable to 
him, yet) Ireally don "well know 
what to take Mr. Woolfton for | 
if not for an Unbeliever of the 
Scriptures. _- : 
As to the Offence, d * 
ſays he has given your Lordſhip, 
and your KY eeution of him 
thereupon, I am not at all con- 
Tin! in it. Thad never heard 
of that, nor even of Mr. Wol- 


fon himſelf, till upon his pub- 


lication of is Pamphlet, nor 


ever read that obnoxious Book 


that brought this unfortunate 
Perſon under your Lordſhip's 
Diſpleaſure. But, My Lord, 


he ſhall have no room to ſay 1 
take the Advantage from his 
Misfortunes, to inſult or tri- 


* 


umph over him. So far from 
that, that had I the Honour of 
any Intereſt in your Lordſhip; 
could I be certain, Favour might 
be ſhewn him without a diſho- 
nourable Reflection upon your 
Lordſhip's Judgment and for- 
mer Dealings with him, or that 
his Offence is as capable of Mi- 


tigation, as I doubt not your 


neſs, Generoſity, and Compaſ- 


Lordſhip's Breaſt is of Good- 


ſion ; TI could eaſily find in my 
Heart to become an humble 
Suitor to your Lordſhip, that 
you would youchlafe ſome In- 


ſtances of Pity and Tenderneſs 


| to this unhappy Gentleman. 


I am very apprehenſive, My 
Lord, there may be many things 
in this Compoſure of mige, that 
I might well be aſhamed®to of- 
fer to your Lordſhip's exact and 

. diſcern- 


The Dedication wii 


viii The Dedication. 
difcernirig Judgment; but you 


will not decke upon an⁰Ä Sreat 
Matters from onę, that has al- 


lived in the Shade of Life) 
4 who cannot boaft of any _ 
rove- 


> Abilities or Imp! 
ments. I muſt therefore crave. 


leave to hope for that Can- 
dour and Indulgence from your 
Lordſhip, which: one in my 
Caſe ſtands in 1 of, = 
which will lay a laſtin 

viction upon me, how b 1 


If _— \ . 5 
[ ns kJ 3 
0 Lord, 
Four oY 3 | 
© Moſt obedient ant ; a 
oo : "Moſt fumble Servant, 
: 1 * RP, 3 TIK 
2 6 20 11. f A 
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SAVIOUR: 


'T has oftentimes been the Subje& 
of Speculation, whence it comes to 
ſs, that ſo many Controverſies 
ave from time to time engag d 


the Thoughts, and even worn 
out the Pens of learned Men, 


; are then, I think verily, ſome Truths of ſuch a Na- 
ttre as are extremely hard, if not M enble, 
for us to attain to the Knowledge of. With me, I 


confeſs, tis no Difficulty to conceive there may be 
Millions of 'Truths _ the Mind of Man, * 


2 Ow SAVIOUR's : 
leaſt in its preſent State, will never arrive to; and 
therefore I think it's good Advice Mr. Luck gives us, 
to examine our own Powers and Faculties to ſee 

what Enquiries they are ſuited to, and capacitated 

for; and not in vain to perplex our ſelves about 
Matters out of our reach. But ic ſeems very un- 
reaſonable to me to ſuppoſe, that the other ſort of 


Truths, which are immediately neceſfary, and uſe- 


ful for the Purpoſes of human Nature, ſhould be 
ſo hard to underſtand. I can't therefore, in this 
Caſe, but aſcribe our Ignorance and Errors to the 
Careleſneſs of our own Examination; the Neglect 
of forming our Minds to a due Impartiality, which 
is ſo highly laudable, as well as abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Diſcovery of Truth; and ſometimes, 

which is worſt of all, they may be imputed. to 
_ downright Inſincerity; when ſuffering our Minds to 
be inſlav d and influenc'd by the moſt unworthy and 
Yordid Motives, we obſtinately ſhut our Eyes againſt 


the Light, and reſiſt the Entrance of that Truth, 


which would otherwiſe ſtrike upon our Faculties 
with a convincing Evidence ard Force, "The Paf- 
{1908 ſeem to me to have nothing to do in our 


Searches after Truth, or in communicating our 


own Acquiſitions of it to others. And it ſeems 
highly requilite to be inſiſted upon, that they, eſpe- 
cially, who write in a publick Way for the Infor- 
mation of Mankind, ſhould maintain a ſteady and 


inviclable Regard for Truth, and uſe the beſt Me- 


thods. they are able to facilitate the Reception of it 
by others, 

I was led into ſome of theſe Thoughts by reflecting 
upon the Piece before me; and to ſpeak freely, I can 
hardly think that any Man, but one who had very 
mea and contemptible Thoughts of the Underſtand- 
ing and Dignity of his Fellow Creatures, could have 
publiſh'd a piece in ſuch a Spirit to the World, or 
treated ſug a Subject in ſo ludicrous a Strain. Nay, 
there is Certainly a Deference due even to our Ad- 

5 | veriaries 


EG ˙ a. oe, MR _S 


MiRACLES Vindicated. 
verſaries themſelves. If it is no Crime for #s to 
differ from them, no more is it for them to differ 
from us. And therefore as we ſhould expect, if we 


our Selves are apprehended in a Miſtake, that our 


Charitable Friends, who offer at our Conviction, 
would fairly repreſent our Senſe, exhibit plain Rea- 
ſons to us, and draw none but juſt Inferences, and 
nervous Concluſions; and all this with that Seriouſ- 
neſs, as ſhews em in earneſt to aſſiſt us in recover- 
ing from Error; fo they have equal Reaſon to de- 
mand the ſame from us. And if we act otherwiſe 
towards them, we very juſtly fall under that Cen- 


PAY 


3 


| 


ſare, which in ſuch a Caſe, we are forward enough 


ro caſt upon them. | | 

Our Author introduces his Diſcourſe with an Ob- 
ſervation of the Uſefulneſs of this Controverſy, which 
he .believes will end in an abſoluce Demonſtration 
of Jeſus's Meſſiaſhip from Prophecy. Now as what 


ever is uſeful, muſt be of proportionable Conſequence 
to Mankind: So methinks it's great Pity bur thar 


fſuch an Argument ſhould be manag'd as the Impor- 
Z tance of it deſerves. An uſeful Controverſy, I think, 
can have no other Meaning in it, than that the Reſo- 
lation or Deciſion of it, in the Affirmative or Ne- 
gative, will be very advantageous, Our Author is 
very frequent and expreſs in his Proteſtations for the 
Affirmative Side, and that Jeſus is the Meſftah, And 
in his Declaration againſt the Negative. thus * This 
Ido, not for the Service of Infidelity, which has no Place 


in my Heart; but for the Honour of the Holy Jeſus. 


t 1n Maintenance of my Opinion to the Honour of our 
3 Mcſhah, and the Defence of Chriſtianity, I write this 
s Treatiſe, Cc. 8 | | 

3 Again, $ he tells us the Service of Ifidelity, is the 
fartheſt of any Thing from his Heart. He alſo tells the 


F Clergy with Reference to what he has ſaid about 


1 


n. pe. e © p65. ; 
B 2 | Miracles: 


* * 3 ad Ss 
hat 
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Miracles. And this I have done (give me leave repeatedly 

to declare it) not for the Service of your unbelieving Ad- 
verſaries, &c. And laſtly in his Dedication ® he aſ- 
ſures my Lord Biſhop of London he is the ' fartheſt of 


a Man from being engag'd in the Cauſe of Infidels; Nay, 


he inſinuates as if he might even be for the Perſe- 
cution of them, but that he is apprehenſive it looks 
as if a Man was diſtruſtful of the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, and conſcious of his own Inability to defend 
it. And therefore he ſeems rather inclined to leave 
that good Cauſe to God himſelf, and the Sword of 
the Spirit without calling upon the Civil Magiſtrate 
for his Aid and Aﬀiſtance. © . 
Let us now ſee in what Manner he undertakes the 


Defence of the Affirmative, which he appears ſo 


zealous to maintain. It ſeems then that Proph 
according to him, is the only f Way to prove ef 


eſus 
to be the Meſſiah. But as Prophecy, in this Caſe, 
is no more than foretelling the Marks or Characters 
ſuch or ſuch a Perſon ſhould bear: I can't ſee how 
the bare foretelling thoſe Marks or Characters can 
demonſtrate the Perſon without his own Appearance, 
and the Appearances of thoſe Characters upon him. 
Now, as to theſe Characters, our Author ſeems to 
allow that Miracles were foretold of Jeſus, by what 
he ſays upon his Quotation from the Prophet [aiah. 
But then he is for taking the Characters there men- 
tioned, and indeed, all our Saviour's Miracles, not 
in the Literal, but Spirifual or Allegorical Senſe, as 
he calls it. I ſhall afterwards have Occaſion to diſ- 
courſe more upon the Head of Allegories ; but, for 
the preſent Argument, I obſerve that Jeſus cannot be 
prov'd to be the Maſſiab only by Prophecy. The 

hings predicted muſt be fulfilled in him, even tho” 
they ſhould be fuppoſed to mean, according to him, 
Allegorical Miracles, before we can be ſatisfied of his 


—— —_\ — * 


— II — 1 —_ — „ — — 


N. f. 1. 5 p. 1. 
Au- 


M3RActes kee, 5: 
Authority. Prophecies, I ſhould think, ſignify nothing une , 
at all independently of the Perſon to whom they rela 


N 


or the Events that are foretold by them: There mu 
be a Relation and Connexion ſuppoſed between them, 
and the Prophecies, either in whole or in part, ma. 
be brought to paſs, before we can determine which 
was the Perſon intended by em. Our Author him 
ſelf ſeems aware of the Neceſſity of ſuch a Connex- 
jon between Prophecies and thoſ. Miracles that were 
the Accompliſhment of them, however careleſly in 
other Places he ſeems to negle& the Conſideration of 
it. And therefore, tho he is writing profeſſedly 
about Miracles, yet he tells us that he writes to 
reduce the Clergy to the good old Way of interpreting 
Prophecies and Oracles *. I might ask him then, 
, Are theſe Prophecies accompliſh'd even in his Allegori- 
cal Senſe or not? Or ſince he tells us, f that the 
Prophet 1ſaiah, Ch, xxxy. Ver. 5, 6. ſpeaks not of 
Bodily Blindneſs, but of the - ſpiritual Diſtempers 
of the Soul: Does it appear, as yet, that Jeſus has 
wrought theſe mighty Works or not? If he dork, 
then is he, according to Mr. 's own Way o 
Reaſoning, prov'd the Meſſiah, not only from Pro- 
hecy, but from the actual Accompliſhment of the 
Things foretold in it. If he ſays theſe Miracles are 
not fulfill'd, it's then impoſſible that any Prophecies 
or Predictions whatſoever ſhould prove him to be the 
Meſſiah. We muſt be entirely at a Loſs about his 
Authority; and as bad muſt have been the Caſe of 
his admired Fathers, who, as he tells us, $ adjourn 
the Aecompliſhment of thoſe Prophecies to Chriſt's 
ſpirĩtual Advent: Which Words, if they mean any 
hing, ſeem to me to ſignify ſome State and Sea- 
ſon of Things diſtant from their own. Now if they 
did not live to ſee the Accompliſhment of theſe Pro- 
phecies in the Allegorical Senſe, I can't ſee what 


tt 


* p. 3, 62. + p. 16. $Cp.16, 
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Ground they themſelves could have to believe hi“ 
Meſfrafhip.” So that he has prov'd thoſe holy Venerable 

and learned Preachers of the Goſpel, in the firſt Ages of 
rhe Church (upon whom he goes on to beſtow ſuch ex- 
travagant Praiſes ®) could have had no Reaſon to be- 


lieve, in the Meſzah; and ſo muſt have been Infidels 
as well as the reſt. Beſides, how can he pretend they 


took our Religion from the Hands of the Apeſtles 2 | 
for tis certain moſt of the Fathers he has quoted, 


flouriſh'd at a great Diftance of Time from them; 


nor has our Author thought fit to favour us with any 
Thoughts from Barnabas, Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Hermas, and ſeveral others of the firſt Chriſtian 


Wiiters?s LE” | 
Our Author next goes on to diſcover in what 
Way he deſigns the Defence of Chriſtianity, and the 


Vindication of the Honour. of the Holy Jeſus. Says 


he, f to ſhew that there's no Sanctuary for them in the 
Miracles of our Saviour, I write this Diſcourſe. But I 
Could have thought Mr. J/—, if he deſigned any 
Service to the Points above mentioned, ſhould not 
have contented himſelf with endeavouring to over- 
throw the things he thought would not ſupport em, 


but favour'd us with his Thoughts upon thoſe that 


would, Suppoſe now that another Perſon ſhould 
publiſh a Vindication of the Exiſtence of a God, and 
becauſe innate Ideas have been, perhaps unreaſona- 
bly, ſuppoſed a Proof of that Point; would it be 
thought a ſufficient, nay, a juſt or proper Defence 
of that Truth, for a Man only to endeavour a De- 
monſtration that there were no innate Ideas? I am 
ſure neither Mr. Lock, nor any other ſerious Enquirer 
after Truth, that I know of; has ſerv'd us fo. The 
Diſproof of a particular Branch of the Affirmative, 
is very far from being a Proof of the Affirmative. 


' Tp, #, p- 2. | 
| Beſides 


"Minzacins Piallicated. . 


Beſides, a Demonſtration ex abfurdo; is ana reck- 
-oned much inferior to a direct Proof 7 | 
Our Author is very profuſe in his Encomiums | 
upon the Fathers, though poſſibly he may like it bet- 
ter that I ſhould uſe his own Expreſſions upon another 
Occaſion. f On this Head he is Copicus and Rhetorical, 
175 many notable und florid Harangues has he made on 


I am, as willing as he can be to pay a juſt and 


| "ths Reſpe& to the Fathers; but let us hear the 
Reaſons of his profound Admiration and almoſt implicit 
Belief of their Authority. He ſays they took our Re- 
ligion from the Hands of the Apoſtles —— poſtolical Men, 
1 did ſeveral” Hereticks, and ſome * the groſſeſt 
Corrupters of Chriſtianity; nay, Judas took our 
Religion from the Hands of Chriſt, and was an 
-Apotite himſelf: - Not that I would make ſuch. an 
odious Compariſon with the Fathers, but only to 
ſhew the inconcluſiveneſs of his Argument. They 
died ſome of them, and ſuffered for the Doctrine they 
taught. But dying and ſuffering of either Teachers 
or Learners, will never prove the Truth of any Do- 
ctrine, nor the Perſons ſuffering to be in the right. 
The utmoſt it can prove, is, the Sufferers real Per- 
ſuaſion of the Truth of what they die for. Beſides 
he may, by this Way of Reaſoning, prove Perſons 
of any Religion to be in the right; there being, 
erhaps, few Religions in the World but what have 
724 ſome Sufferers, if not even Martyrs for it. 
T hey profeſſedly and confeſſedly were endu'd with Divine 
and extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, But he * 
a good way in anſwering this himſelf. $ _ 

Theſe Gifts may be given apart and ſeparately; one 
of them may be conferred on this Man, and another of 
them on his Neighbour. There is no Neceſſ ity, that a 
tuo oy more of thefe Gifts ſhould meet in one Man, 75 
argue that a Man, who has one of theſe Giſt, muſt 
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nel. haue the other, is very incinclufive and falſe Reaſon- 
ing.- And I think, that ue may as well ſay, that the 
"ſtrongeſt Man is the wiſe ; or that a good Phyfician 
"muſt needs be a good Caſuift ; or that the beſt Mathe- 
"matictan is the ableſt Stateſman ;- as that the Fathers, 
| becduſe they were endu'd with diving and extraordinary 
"Gifts of the Spirit, ſuch as theirs were, ought to be re- 
' gefved at the Guides of our Conſciences, the Directors of 
"our Underſtandings, and perfectly free from all falſe 
* Notions and Miſtakes about the Miracles of our Savi- 
"dur. Upon the whole I am free to ſay that the Piety 
and Learning of ſeveral of the Fathers, deſerves great 
Eſteem and Veneration; and whatever Draughts of 
primitive genuine Chriſtianity, are produced from 
thoſe of them, who lived in or neareſt the A poſtoli- 
cal Age, having eſcaped the Corruption and Forge- 
ry, too many of their Writings have ſuffered, are 
without doubt e of particular Regard. But 
For all that, I ſee no Neceſſity of giving into an Opi- 
nion merely as it were out of Complaiſance to their 
Authority. It is upon the ſole Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles, he himſelf commiſſioned, that 
J receive all the Do&rines and Precepts of Chrifti- 
anity I think neceſſary to be contended for. And 
though perhaps the Fathers, by their Commentaries 
upon Scripture, and Accounts of primitive Uſage, 
may ſometimes ſerve to illuſtrate the evangelical 
Writings; yet I confeſs I do not ſee an Obligation 
Yor any ſuch mighty Refignation to their Authority, 
as this Gentleman ſeems to profeſs. And though my 
Profeſſion of Reſpect to them is not ſo Copious and 
*Rhetorical as his, yet 1 hope to make it appear that 
1 do not come behind him in the Evidences of real 
Value and Reſpe& for them, by doing them more 
Juſtice than he has done them, and giving perhaps 
a fairer Repreſentation of their Senſe. = 
We are now come to the firſt general Head of 
Mr. W/ —'s Diſcourſe, wherein he will ſhew that 
the Miracles of healing al manner of bodily: Diſeaſes, 
dhe 


A MrkxACLE S Natel. 
which Jeſus was juſth fam d for, are none of the proper 
Miracles of the Meſſiah, neither are they ſo much as a 
a good Proof of his divine Authority to found a Religion.“ 
He allows that Jeſus was juſtly fam'd for the Miracles 
of healing all Manner of Bodily Diſeaſes. 1 ask 
then, Are theſe Miracles ever mentioned by any of 
the Prophets amongſt the Characters + the Meſſiabh or 
not? If they are, then theſe were the proper Mira- 
cles of the Meſſiah: For whatever Miracles they 
. foretold, as the Characters of the Perſon, whom they 
 eall'd the Meſſiah, muſt be the proper Miracles of 
that Meſſiah. If Miracles are never mentioned by 
ay of rhe Prophets, it will follow, that the Deſcrip- 
tion they give of him is defe&ive, by leaving out 
| ſome very diſtinguiſhing Marks and plain Criterions 
of tnat Perſon, whom they pointed out to the World; 
which Defect I am apt to believe Mr. /—— will 
not impute to them, ſince he reckons upon it that 
this preſent Controverſy will end-in an abſolute De- 
monſtration of Feſus's Meſhabſhip from Prophecy; where- 
as I can't underftand how it can be call'd an abſolute 
Demonſty ation, if ſome very material Parts of his Cha- 
racer are omitted; as the healing all manner of Bo- 
dily Diſeaſes, without the Uſe and Application of 
ordinary Means, certainly is: And eſpecially the 
healing of Diſeaſes and Infirmities in which, in all 
likelihood, the Application of no ordinary Means 
would have been ſucceſsful. If he means by the Mi- 
racles of healing all manner of Bodily Diſeaſes, being 
none of the proper Miracles of the Meſſjah, that they 
were not Performances great and glorious enough to 
be wrought by the Meſſiah; (as he ſeems to intimate 
in ſome Parts of his Book) I anſwer, there can be 
no juſt Grounds to derogate from the Miracles of 
Feſus, becauſe they were Operations upon the Bodies 
of Men. If the. were Miracles foretold of him 
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=; by the Prophets, which our Author has not dif- 
= | rov'd, nor fo much as pretended to examine the 

L ne, (except in one Place, where his Arg! ing it 
0 very defectire) I ſay, if theſe were the Hi 
| 85 foretold of him, fo far there IS a Correſpondence 
and Harmony between the Deſcription of the Pro- 
| hers, and the Characters that were viſible upon 
| frm. Betides, there is room for the Diſplay of a 
ſupernatural or miraculons Power ppon the Bodies, 
as well as the Spirits of Men. And tho? it is true 
| Miracles of, any fort will prove nothing abſtracted 
| from all other Conſiderations, as our &4nrhor has un- 
f fairly put the Caſe, yet in Conjnpction with fo 


other Circumſtances, which he might have learn d. 
Wo he pleas'd, from Mr. Chandler, they might be made 
| appear to be the proper Miracles of the M:ſhah, 
and a good Proof of his divine Authority to found 
and introduce a Religion into the World. 4 
He proceeds in order to make out his Point, to 
| | con ider firſt in general, what was the Opinion of the 
Fa bers about the Writings of the Evangeliſt;, in which 
the Life of Chriſt is recorded. But the Opini-n of the 
Fathers he has quoted, is not in Oppoſition to, but 
in Confirmation of, the Credibility of the Evangeli- 
cal Hiſtorians, and the Matters of Fact related by 
them. And however ſome of them have thought 
fit to allegorize ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, and 
particularly thoſe relating to our Saviour's Miracles; 
yet they are far from denying, but ſufficiently ac- 
knowledge them to be literally rrue. So that I ſhall 
be the leſs coneerned about their Gloſſes upon Scrip- 
ture, nor indeed think therp of any Weight to de- 
termine my Judgment, where Reaſon and Scriptnre 
are repugnant to their Opinions. Town for my Part 
I have not had the Honour and Happineſs of much of 
their Acquaintance, as our Author boaſts he has had; 
and therefore tis no great Wonder that I could not 
in ſome Places eaſily trace his Quorations from them, 
eſpecially as he has quoted them in fo general 2 


Way. N 
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02. M1RACLES V madicated. . i 
Way. In one Place I had nine, in another ten, 
and in another, ſixteen T.eaves in Folio to look 
bver, to find the Paſſages he referred to; he having 
not been ſo obliging as to mention the Page in ſo 1 
as one 1 from them, which with mention- 
jition he uſed, might have been readily 
found out, He gives us his own Word for it, that 
it is no other than juſt Reaſoning, char Truth, and 
primitive Doctrine about Jo's Miracles that he ad- 
watces *; but had he ſent us directly to the very 
Paſſages of the Fathers, it would not only have 
ſaved me a great deal of Trouble, but have been 
alſo a much better Vindication of his Fairneſs, than 
ſuch high Encomiums of his Performance from his 
own Mouth. A Man that writes in publick, ought 
to do it, for the Inſtruction and Benefit of Mankind, 
and to make Truth as acceſſible as may be; but this 
Author muſt know, that even learned Men do not 
always think it worth while to hunt thro' avhole 
Books and Treatiſes of the Fathers for a particular 
Line or two; ſo that he can't think ic ſtrange if I 
ſometimes ſave my ſelf the Labour of following him 


1 thro* ſuch dark Citations, who make ſo little Pre- 


tence to that Character. But it ſeems very ſurpriz- 
ing to me, that when he quotes the Words of the 
Fathers, he ſhould ſo often give a diſingenuous Turn 
to, and Repreſentation of their Senſe, in his own 


7 Tranſlation of them; thus for Inſtance, in his fourth 


aotation, Origen, indeed does ſay, That the Things 
= by Teſus, were Symbols of hoſe Thing which ar 
continually brought to paſs by the Power of Chriſt, But 
he has crouded ſomething into his 'Tranſlation not 
contained in the Quotation, and laid an Emphaſis 
where there js none in that Father, viz. whatever 
Jeſus did in the Fleſh, was BUT Typical and Smbolical, 
of what he would do in the Spirit. And ſo Quotation 
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12 | Our SAVIOUR's 
the fifth, Origen does ſay, that the ſeveral Infirmi- 
ties our Saviour then healed in the People, are referred 
to the ſpiritual Infirmuties of Souls ;* bat his Tranſlation 
puts an unreaſ6nable”Force upon the Werds, by ſay- 
ing 1747 bodily Difeales were No OTHER than 11 
| res, SS wo 1 " þ | : ob *n | j . 
We have at lengrh Light enough, amidſt all 
this Writer's ambigüchs Language, to ſee that he 
owns and mult. maintain, that the Miracles 
healing bodily Diſeaſes (whether the proper Miracles 
of the Meſſiab or not) were actually accompliſh'd by 
go In laying down this firſt Head we are upon, 
he declares Jeſus was juſtly fam'd for theſe Miracles 
of healing all manner of bodily Diſeaſes; But how 
could he be fam'd at all, and much leſs juftly fam'd 
for them, if he never wrought them? And theſe 
Fathers he here quotes, of whoſe Faith he profeſſes 
| himſelf to be, not only ſuppoſe, but plainly aſſert, 
that theſe Miracles were actually wrought by him in the 
Fleſh. *© What ſoever Jeſus did in the Fleſh, &c.“ an 
« the ſeveral zopiLYy Diſcafes which he healed, &@c.” 
So alſo f upon the Authority of the Fathers, he tells 
us the © Miracles that Jeſus did then, were no more 
* than the Shadow of ſome more powerful and 
* myſtical Operations. — Of which thoſe done 
“ jn the Fleſh,” were but Type and Figure”. . Nay, 
§ he gives us his own Opinion, that he dont queſtion 
but Jeſus had all the Gifts and Powers of the Spirit that 
are mentioned, 1 Cor. Ch. xii. in a moſt ſuperlative De- 
gree. Now the Gift of healing is one of them, which 
muſt in that Place ſignify the healing bodily Diſeaſes, 
ſince the Operation is applied to Men; for our Au- 
thor, undertakes to aſſure us, that the Cure of Spi- 
ritual Infirmities is a Godlike Work, above the Imita- 
tion of Man or of Anti- Chriſt. But ſince he is ſo much 
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_* Vide his Tranſlation of the fourth and fiſth Quotation. 
+ p. 9. $ p. 12. * p. 18. ; : 
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 reſolv'd. $0. abide dx the, Opinion of the Fathers, 
and he has 1 Tink, the moſt, uſe gf the Names 
of Origen and St, Auſin ; I ſhall be particular im delire 
vering their Senſe, . tho I could eafily produce, 
ficient "Teſtimonies from the reſt. Origen, * ſpeaking 
of the Phariſees and Sadducees, ſays, that they not 
teing content with the Wonders aur Saviour wraught. in 
healing all manner, ¶ Diſeaſes and Iufirmities in the People, 
and ot her Miracks which he perform'd in the Sight , 
very mam Spettators, were defirous. that he ould 4 
ew them a Sign from Heauen: Suppofing, as I imagine, 
that Signs done upon Earth might 125 wot. be fm Had 
wherefore they did not ſcruple to ſay that Feſus caſt gut 
Devils by, Beelzebub,, the. Prince of Devils ; but ; they 
thought a Sign from Heaven could mt be frewn by Beel- 
zebub. ox auy other wicked Power. He afterwards re- 
preſents them as inexcuſable, that zhey did not diſcern 
the Words of the Prophets, fulkil'd in the Works. of Jae, 
which could by no Means be wrought by any wicked Power 
3 to call back a departed Soul (referring, no doubt, to the 
EKReſurrection of Lazarus) that after four Days it ſpauld 
* return from the Grave, . was the Work of him only who 
had henurd from the Father this Propoſal.” ' Let us make 
Man in our'own Image and Likeneſs. Moreover, to 
command the Minds, and calm the troubled Sea, was in the 
Power of none but him who made all Things, and even 
the Sea and Winds themſelves. Mat elſe did hi declare 
to thoſe qui videre Poterant (I ſuppoſe. he means 
thols ho received their Sight) than that he was truly 
: God who could do ſuch Works ; and concerning which, he 
| ſaid to John's Diſciples, Go tell John what Things you 
$ hear, and ſee, the Blind receive their Sight. "MP 


St. Auguſt. alſo eyidently declares the Reality of 
thoſe Facts. | 


Lo 
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* In Mat. xvi. 1. p. 33, 34 om. 5. Serm. 88. p.470. Simul 
& hoc conſequens eſt, ut noverimus omnia miracula, quæ Corporali- 
ter fecit, valere ad admonitionem noſtram u oculos reddidit cæcis, 
quos erat utique morsaliquando clauſura: Reſuſcitavit Laxarum, iterum 
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1 d SAVIOUR 
Let iné add here alſo the Opinion of St. Jerom, 
and the rather, as he is one upon whoſe Judgment 
dur Author ſeems to lay ſome Streſs, by making 
uſe of his Authority two or three Times in this 
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Controverſy. * op bo 
T am glad that our Author is at length ſenſible 
| that it is neceſſary to come cloſer to the Purpoſe, + and 
therefore he will now Jet us ſee how indifferintly, he 
dad almoſt ſaid comterhptibly, "the Fathers pet of 
the Miracles of Jeſus, &c. He has here cull'd out 
a Paſſage from St. /renaus, very different from the 
Deſign of it: Fenæus does not, as this Writer would 
miſrepreſent him, go upon a Compatiſ6n between 
the Works of Chriſt upon the Body, and thoſe dons 
upon the Soul; but his Diſcourſe is upon the Reſur- 
rection: And he is arguing how reaſonable it is ts 
believe, that thole who had the Benefir of Bodily 
Cures by Chriſt upon Earth, ſhould alſo have che 
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moriturum ; & quæcunque ad ſalutem Corperum fecit, non ad hoc 
fecit, ut ſempiterna eſſent: cum tamen daturus fit etiam ipfi Cor pori 
in fine ſempiternam ſalutem. Sed quia illa, qua non videbantur, noa 
ecredebanturz per iſta Temporalia, qua videbantur, ædificabat fidem 
ad illa, quae non videbantur. | 

To this Paſſage of St. Auſtin, may be added another from him which 
ger Author has imperfettly given us in his ſeventh Quotation. It 3 
Lands thus: Factum quidem eſt, & ita, ut narratur, impletum ; ſed 4 
tamen ipſa, quz à Domino facta ſunt, alicujus ſignificantia erant. 
dQuum Hiſtoriæ habuerint fundamenta, tune ſpiritualis intelligentia of 
culmen accipiant: Ut vere Chriſtus de Virgine natus ſit; verszarum 3 
mortuum ſuſcitavit; were ad tactum ejus «/woppotzoe fAnara fit; A 
vere in adventu Domini cæci viderint, claudi cucurrerint, conctratee 

„ Manus extenſæ ſint, lepra mundata fit, 

ii true indeed, after having aſſerted theſe Miracles of Jeſus ro bt 
krerally true, as our Divines believe them, he allegorizes them, 4. 
the Fathers were very prone to do: Yet he is very far from doing this 
yo the Diſparagement of the Truth and Reality of the Facts themſelves. £1 
Agreenbly to this Method and Humour of Mriring he tells us, a little be 
before the Words I have quoted, that not only did Chriſt build up Eve 
out of Adam's Rib for a Type of the Church; but alſo daily builds 
up Believers and Members of his Body. Hieron. op. tom. 3. p. 144% 
Par. Ed. | | | g 
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Miracles Nalicated 1x 
eater Benefit of being raiſed up hereafter to an 


incorruptible Life; as any one will ſee by conſider- 
ing the Paſſage at full Length, which I here preſent 
the Reader with. * _ "8 
But he is guilty of very foul Play with his Favou- 
rite St. Auſtin. That Father is repreſenting the Mur- 
murs and the Scoffs of the Enemies of Chriſtianity, 
_ againſt the Miracles of Jeſus, which this impartial 
Writer very round!y gives us, as if St. Auſtin had 
been declaring his own Opinion. Nay, St. Au 
fin mentions the Evidence and Confirmation from 
Prophecy to be ſo ſtrong, that even they themſelves. 
were overcome by it. But let us ſee how the Paſlags 
it ſelf ſtands. f | - re 
Aſter the Citation from St. Auſtin in this ungene- 
rous Way, he adds, accordingly Moſes and. our Sa- - 
viour himſelf, confeſs that falſe Prophets and falfe Chrifts 
will do Miracles: Accordingly! According to what? To - 
St. Auſtin doth he mean? No ſure. Bur it's no 
Wonder indeed, that a Man who can allow himſelf 
the Liberty of making ſuch ſtrange Quotations, ſhould 
make as ſtrange Connexions. ' Well, it ſeems Myſes 
and our Saviour confeſs that falſe Prophets and falſe 
Chriſts would do Miracles; and ſuppoſe they do, 
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Et quam enim cauſam habebat carnis Membra curare, & reſtituere 
in priſtinum Characterem, ſi non habebant ſalvari, quæ ab illo curata 
fuerunt? Si enim temporalis erat ab co utilitas, nihil grande præſtitit 
his, qui ab eq cyrati ſunt. Aut quomodo dicunt non eſſe capacem 
rarnem vitæ, quz eſt ab eo, quz percepit curationem ab eo? Vita 
enim per curationem, incorruptela autem per vitam efficitur. Qui 
- tpitur curationem confert, hie & vitam: Et qui vitam, hie & incor- 
ruptelam circundat plaſmati ſuo. Feuardentiu-s Note here, 4s 

woted in Dr. Grabe; Edition of this Father, is this: Ex miraculis 

uper cæcorum, aridorum, aliorumque infirmorum corporibus a Do- 
mino factis, concludit ea Deo curz eſſe, ac proinde olim re- 
furreQura, 

7 Etſi atteſtabantur miracula. Non defuiſſent (ficut & nunc tnuſſi · 
tant) qui magicz potentiz cuncta illa tribuerent,, niſi talis coram 
cegiratio, conteſtatione prophetica vinceretur. Magicis enim artibus 
Jonge antequam naſceretur, prophetas fibi conſtituere a quibus pre- 
nunciaretur, nemo utique diceret. | 
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what win he wy? Ifleir Miracfes can ho "more 


Tefſen the Author! ty o 1 Chriſt,” mr thoſe of the 


Eeyfrun Sorcerers and Ma giclans, f if they were 


real ones, could leſſen IP Aubority of Maſes. And 
Anti Ohfiſt,  atcokding to &. Paul, 7 4⁰ them to 


the  Diteþ tron of - Mankind, bar not of all Man- 


10 155 oply then that periſh, becauſe they receive not 
' Lowe of the Tut, and believe not the Truth, but 


Bibs Plenfure in Unrighteoufneſs. * There's certainly 
4 great deal of Difference between ſuch a Deception 


as Men cannot p Lea by the Exerciſe of Reaſon, for- | 


fify themfflves agaiuft, and ſuch as they give way to in 


4 yotarttary and euiley Manner : Between ſuch a De- 


tion as overcomes the ſincere and upright Servants 
670 God, and ſuch 12 * upon thoſe who will not re- 
512 the Live of the Truth, but take P. leaſure in Unrighte= 
7. He tells us, the Fathers fay that Anti-Chriſt wil 


15 jelus in 'all his Miracles, which he wrought of old. 
1 


they do, I ſhall hardly for my part believe it : But 
where do they fay fo? "He mentions but one Place. 
I could not readily find St. Auſtin de Anti-Chrifto, 


which he produces in confirmation of his Aſſertion: 


But St. Auftin has a Difcoutſe upon the Manifeſtation 
of Anti-Chriſt, with Reference to the Paſſage of 
St. Paul to the Theſſalonians, which I juft mentioned; 

where he ſays, 'twas doubted whether they were called 
Sig ns and lying Winders, becauſe he was to deceive our 
— Senſes by Phantaſms or Appearances, that he might 


ſeem to do what he really did not; or becauſe thoſe Thingt, 


though they were real Prodigies, might reduce Perſons to 


4 Falſehood ; believing thoſe Things could nut be done but 


the Power of God; being ignorant of the Power of the 


evil; eſpecially when he fhould receive K a Power * 
never had. before. 


I think our Author mould have been very clear, 


particular, and fall, in producing the Evidence for 
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* Theſſalonians Ch. ii. Ver. 10, 112 
. t Aug. de Civit. Dei L. 20. cap.ig, 
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MIRACLES Vindicated. 17 
thoſe workers of Miracles he mentions, and fairly 
prove them to be real Miracles: The Perſons them- 
{elves muſt alſo appear to be plainly foretold by the, 
Prophets, according to his own Opinion; ſince, ac- 
cording to him, Prophecy is the only way in this 
Caſe. Their Miracles ſhould be confirmed by Do- 
ctrines the moſt agreeable to the Nature and Perfe- 

ions of God: Nay, they muſt withal aſſume to 
themſelves the Title and Character of Prophets; with- 
our every one of which, the Caſe is not parallel to 
that of Jeſus. LEY . 5 

He repreſents the Writers againſt the Grounds, &c. 
endeavouring to prove the Meſſiaſbip of Jeſus from 
Miracles, in Contradiſtinction to Impoſtors and falſe 
Prophets, by two Heads of Argument ; One is, that 
beſides Greatneſs of Power, there was nothing but 
Goodneſs, Kindneſs and Love to Mankind ſhewn in 
Jeſus's Miracles. He tells us, in Anſwer, the Fathers 
fay, that Jeſus, if his Miracles are to be underſtood in 
the literal Senſe, did not only as fooliſh Things as 
any Impoſtor could do, but wery injurious ones to 
Mankind. But the Fathers, however they allegorize 
them, all underſtand them, I preſume to ſay, in 
the literal Senſe; and he himſelf neither has prov d, 
nor can prove the Contrary: And withour this he 
miſſes all his Aim. 4 | 
He next repreſents them as urging, Ha. xxxv. 5, 6. 
but his Anſwer to this has no great Strength in it; 
the Accompliſhment of Prophecies, that can neither be given 
forth by human foreſight, nor fulfilled in a count&ffeit, are 
good Prooſs of Jeſus's Meſſiaſnip. Very well, the Deſcrip- 
tion and Character given of Jeſus Chriſt at ſo great 

a Diſtance of Time before his Appearance in the 

World, could not be given forth by human Foreſight; 

for it is impoſſible that by human Foreſight, we 
ſhould certainly know the Circumſtantes, Character, 
and Conduct of. any Perſon yet unbora, and eſpe- 
cially of one that is not to live in the World till + of 

a long Series of Time; according to St. Auſtin, as 

- quoted 
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quoted p. 15. His only way therefore, here, was 


roundly to deny the Prophecy it ſelf: But inſtead of 
being generous enough to do that, he pretends the 
only way to prove Feſus's Meſſiaſbip, is from the Al- 
legorical Interpretation of the Law and the Pro- 
phets ; and he accordingly allegorizes this Prophecy: 
And therefore I ſee no Reaſon, at preſent, to under- 
take the Vindication of its being Authentick. Nor 
could the Prophecies relating to Jeſus be ſuppos'd to 
be fulfilled in a Counterfeit; ſome of the Prophe- 


cies refer to the 'Time, Place, and other Circum- 


ſtances of his Nativity and Life: Theſe, I hope, could 


not be fulfilled in a Counterfeit; and as little could 
thoſe relating to his Miracles be ſo, which were done, 


ſeveral of them, before great Crouds and Multitudes 
of People; and alſo in the Preſence, and under the 
Obſervation of his bittereſt Enemies; which, if any 
Thing can be Security in ſuch a Caſe, are the beſt 
we can have or deſire againſt Counterfeit and Impo- 
ſture. As under the foregoing Branch, he ſhould 
have denied the Prophecies ; fo under this, he ſhould 


have denied the Hiſtory of Jeſus. But Facts are 


ſtubborn Things, that let People twiſt and trifle as 
they pleaſe, will not yield to the capricious Fancies 


or cajoling Humour of every Diſputant. One De- 


monſtration clearly made out, or one matter of Fact 
fairly and fully atteſted, are worth an hundred ſpe- 
cious Hypotheſes, and the moſt ſubtile Arguings 
upon them. Nay, the Fathers he is ſo fond of, by 
their concurring Suffrages, give Evidence plain, and 
ſtrong enough, both for the Reality of thoſe Prophe- 
cies, and the literal Accompliſhment of them: Ana 
it will be time enough to anſwer the reſt of his Diſ- 
putarion, when he ſhall have fairly overthrown this. 
He pretends in the ſecond Place, that the afore- 
faid Prophecies, and others mentioned in 1ſaiah, nei- 
ther were, nor could be, Prophecies of the Miracu- 
lous Cures of Bodily Diſeaſes, becauſe part of the 

' Prophecies received then no Accompliſhment ; 6 
8 Jeſus 
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Jeſus ought to have fulfilled one Part as well as the 
other. But who told this Writer that Prophecy fix'd 
the ſame Date for the fulfilment of all its Parti- 
culars? And if Jeſus fulfils the ſeveral Prophecies 
in their reſpective Seaſons, his Argument here falls 
to the Ground. But how could he ſay the Fathers 
adjourn the Accompliſhment of thoſe Prophecies to 
Chriſt's ſpiritual Advent? If he means that, allow- 
ing rhe literal Senſe and Accompliſhment, they alle- 
gorize them as the Patterns and Types of his Spiri- 
tual Operations, I ſhall not pretend to contradi& 
him: But then it's nothing to his Argument. But 
if he means that chey denied the Accompliſhment - 
of them in the literal Senſe, I muſt beg the Favour 
of him to prove it, And agreeable to this is his 
own next Quotation from Origen, who does not deny 
the literal Senſe of our Saviour's Miracles, but only 
affirms his fulfilment of them in the ſpiritual Senſe 
as well as the other *. 87 
We are now come to his ſecond general Head, 
Wherein he will prove, that the literal Story, of many of Je- 
ſus's Miracles, as they are recorded in the Eyangeliſts, and 
commonly believed by Chriſtians, does imply Improbabilities, 
and Incredibilities, and the grofſeſt Abſurdities, very di- 
ſhozzourable to ſthe Name of Chrift ; conſequently they, in 
whole or in part, were never wrought, but are only re- 
lated as prophetical and parabolical Narratives of what 
would be myſteriouſly and more wonderfully done by him. 
He thinks the reading of this Head will ſtrike with 
Horror ſome of our ſqueamiſn Divines. I can ſafely 
ſay, for my Part, it ſtruck me with no Horror at 
all; and ſo this Frump does not happen to reach 
me. And becauſe I would go as far along with him 
as I can, I am almoſt ready to allow they muſt be 
very ſqueamiſh, ay, and timorous Divines indeed, 
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* Interim completur & 1/aie prophetia non tantum in Corporalibus, 
yerum etiam in Spiritualibus. p. 17. 
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- who are ſtruck with Horror, becauſe any Gentleman 
takes a Fancy to divert himſelf with his own Pecu- 
liarities, let them be never fo much out of the way, 
or hard to be prov'd. I grant, indeed, tis ſqueam- 
| ifoneſs with a Witneſs, and, if he pleaſes, ſ mewhat 
worſe, not to embrace Truth when it is laid before 
us; but if a Propoſition is advanc'd without any 
proper Foundation and Evidence, though the Fal- 
mood and Abſurdity of it may be very navſcons to 
a rational Mind ; yet I can hardly think chat thoſe 
who talk in ſuch a Way of Weakneſs and Fallacy, 
have it in their Power to ſtrike Men of Senſe with 
Horror. But cur Author, we ſee, has that Opinion 
of himſelf, that he thinks he can make a very ter- 
rible Imprefſivn uon the Minds of ſome Men. Well, 
let him delight himſelf with this entertaining Conceit, 
and go on to imagine himſelf as formidable as he 
pleaſes. 3 
Before he enters upon the Examination of our Sa- 
. viour's Miracles, he will premiſe two or three ge- 
neral Aſſertions of the Fathers about them. One of 
his Quotations I could not readily find; and ſeeing 
how little the others were to his Purpoſe, did not 
give my ſelf much Trouble about it. Origen indeed 
has the Paſſage he refers to; and he does ſpeak plain 
enough, that there are ſome Places in the Scriptures that 
cannot be literally true. He thinks it abſurd according 
to the Letter, that our Savibur ſhould command his Apoſtles 
to ſalute no Man by the Way: That whoſoever ſmites 
us on the right Cheek, we ſhould turn to him the other 
alſo. Whereas, ſays he, whoſoever ſmites with his right 
Hand, will of courſe ſmite the left Cheek; and many 
other ſuch Fancies he has. But what, I beſeech this 
Writer, are theſe to our Saviour's Miracles? He 
gives a particular Caution as to them.“ 
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Ne quis autem ſuſpicetur nos hoc docere, quia — ea quæ de ſalva- 
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St. Hilary does not, in that Place our Author 


guotes, ſay a Word about our Saviour's Miracles; 


but is only pleading ſor the ſpiritual Underſtanding 
of the Liſcou ſe between Chriſt and his Diſciples 
about the young Man in the Goſpel *. 1 
Our Author now undertakes to ſhew that the Story of 
many of Jeſus's Miracles is literally abſurd, improbable 
and incredible. | 
And firſt he will ſpeak to that Miracle of Jeſus's 
driving the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. In 
anſwer to which I would obſerve, that as our Me- 
diator had, by the Father's Gift, an univerſal Do- 
minion over the Creatures; ſo it can be no wonder 
at all that he ſhould, upon what Occaſions he pleas'd, 
give evident and glorious Diſplays of it. Our Au- 
thor ſays if this was /iterally true, Jeſus muſt appear 


more than a Man. No doubt of it; or elſe, ac- 


cording to his own Way of Reaſoning, upon anotaer 
Occaſion, there's an End of the Miracle f. The two 
Suppoſitions he makes, I think, are not much amiſs; 
that he might either put n an awful and moſt majeſtic 
Countenange to effect it; or, by his divine Power, in- 
Fuſe a pannic Fear into the People: The latter of which 


is not hard to ſuppoſe, where Men are. accuſed of 


a known Corruption, and Violation of the Law of 
God, If it were not that I don't love to be ludi- 
crous upon ſuch a Subject, I might ask him, Whe- 
ther he himſelf pretends to be more than a meer 
Man? And yet he has the Vanity and Preſumption 
to think he can ſtrike ſome of our Divines with Horrour : 
And ſince he ſuppoſes, in a very unmannerly Strain, 
the Buyers and Sellers in the Temple to be ſuch 
fort of Men, I hope Jefus Chriſt might as well ſtrike 
them with Horrour, and infuſe an effectual Dread 


> 
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præcepta ejus ſecundum literam non debere ſervari. Reſpondendum 
ergo eſt, quoniam a nobis evidenter decernitur, in quam plurimis 


Jervari & poſſe & oportere hiſtorie veritatem. 


* Matt. xix. 22, Ge. + p- 53. * 
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into their Hearts. He ſeems with a Scoff to ask the 
Realon, A he was ſo eaten up with Zeal againſt the 
Prophanation of that Houſe, which he himſelf came to 
deſtroy, aud which he permitted, and commanded to be 
filthily poltuted not long after? It's ftrange he can't di- 
ſtinguiſn better between Things. "Twas God's In- 
ſtitution, Preſence and Favour, that gave the Tem- 
ple all its Glory: Tas this that made it an Houſe 
of Prayer; and thus it continued to be, till the In- 
ſtitution was vacaced and repeal'd; and till then, 
twas highly congruous for the Meſiah to exert him- 
ſelf in Vindication of the Honour of God, and the 
Reverence of that Temple, which was built, con- 
ſecrated, accepted, and bleſs'd for his Service. 
Tho' when the Iniquities of the Jews were full, by 
divine Vengeance they were ſome time after depriv'd 
of this their Glory and its concomitant Bleſſings. 
He pretends Origen makes the whole BUT a Parable : + 
But if he will pleaſe, once more, xo look out his own 
Quotation, he will find himfelf convicted of a very 
great Falfhood. For Origen's Teſtimony is full againſt 
him“. He pretends that Origen is fo far from be- 
lieving any Thing of the Letter of this Story, that 
he has form'd a large Argument againſt it. But, if he 
will quote the Fathers, he ſhould do it fairly f. 

Origen, a little after his Quotation, goes on (as our 
Aurhor's Phraſe is) 20 form a large Argument in Favour 
of the Miracle, which contains an Anſwer to all 
that this Writer produces from him againſt it. But 
'the Fathers may be made to ſay any Thing by ſuch 
Management as his; and tho' he pretends to produce 
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Tunc fecit viſchiliter, quod ſemper inviſibiliter agit, ejiciens ven- 
dentes & ementes de templo. 

+ Immedia tely After our Authors twenty ſixih Quat ation Origen 
adds theſe Words, At verò unum relinquitur defenſionis ſuffugium 
contra hæc; volenti etiam hifforiam ſervare. Vis quædam Feſ# divi- 
nior, qui poterat, cum veliet, ifflammatum inimicorum animum 
extinguere; & multa hom inum millia ſuperare gratia divind, & cogi- 
tationes tumultuantium diſſipare. * 
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their concurring Teſtimony and Opinion againſt the 
literal Story of our Saviour's Miracles, yet he has 
been very unhappy, in the Choice of his Quotations. 
Thus for Inſtance, he brings in St. Hilary *, as ſaying, 
' there was no ſuch Market kept in the Temple of 
Jeruſalem. And he ſeems to agree with him, that 
it would be fooliſh to believe that Oxen, Sheep, and 
Goats were there ſold. And yet f he brings in St. 
Auſtin, as ſuppoſing there was ſuch a Market, and 
ſaying, Where could be the great Sin of buying and ſelling 
T hings in the Temple that were for the Uſe of it, aud 
offered as Sacrifice in it? The Truth of the matter is 
this: The place of this Traffick was not in the in- 
ward Part of the Temple it's ſelf, but in the Cours 
of the Gentiles ; and here the Gentiles of all Nations, 
who were only ſuch Proſelytes as obſerv'd the ſeven 
Precepts of Noah, were admitted to Worſhip, From 
whence it is our Saviour vindicates his Action from 
that Paſſage of the Prophet, My Houſe ſhall be called 
a Houſe of Prayer for all People. The Fews, as Mr. 
Joſ. Mede thinks, might poſſibly, out of their great 
Contempt and Diſdain of the Gentiles, thus pollute 
the Place of their Worſhip : But it was appointed 
for the Worſhip and Prayer of People of all Natis 
ons; and therefore our Saviour would ſuffer no ſuch 
Practices in it. He quotes St. Theophylaf? too upon 
the matter; but he alſo is plain enough for the li- 
teral Senſe, as may be ſeen by his Introduction to 
that Diſcourſe, from whence our Author has borrow'd 
his Citation F. He ſpeaks of Eraſmus, as being of 
the ſame Mind with the Fathers: If he means about 
the literal Story of Jeſus's Miracles, I don't much 
queſtion it; becauſe the Fathers themſelves believed 
it. And if Eraſmus thought fit to allegorize this 
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14 Or SAVIOUR's 
Miracle of our Saviour, yet that, I hope, will nw? 
prove he disbelieved the literal Senſe. 
Our Author ſure, could hardly be in earneſt, when 
he makes his Criticiſm upon the Paſſage of St. Mat- 
thew, where he relates this Miracle. St. Matthew's . 
Words are Ke: EAN wavra; morivras udt 'aybogiloslas:; 
He thinks our Latin and Engliſh Tranſlations of this 
Place err in a main Point; and therefore he's for cor- 
recting them. Inſtead, ſays he, of reading, and Jeſus 
caſt out them that ſold and bought, it ſhould be thoſe who 

it ſold and preach d, i. e. fold what they prrathd. But 


S — 


i why is he ſo partial as to find Fault with only the 
0 \ Latin and Engliſh Tranſlations, and not take Notice 
i that other Tranſlations err as much in a main Point 


as theſe? I have examined the Heth and Low 
Dutch f Tranſlations, and they interpret the Words 
in the ſame Way; and indeed, I very much que- 
ſtion, whether he can produce any one Tranſlator, 
either Antient or Modern, beſides himſelf, that puts 
this Senſe upon the Participle 'ayoe#Corras $. It muſt 
be a very forced Expoſition indeed in a Tranſlation, '$ 
which deſtroys the Relation th t two ſuch Words as 
monuwTes and 'ayoe2o)a; plainly have to each other: 
He ſays it's hard to conceive how applicable the 
Word KoaxuBrrwy was to any Merchants of the old 
Temple at Jeruſalem ; But where's the Hardſhip of 
it? Our Tranſlators have, I think, very aptly ex- 
preſſed the Word by Money-changers, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs it was to exchange Gold and Silver into inferior 
Value, for the more eaſy Diſtribution of it, in ex- 
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* Enſuite Jeſus entra dans le Temple de Dieu, il en chaſſa tous 
ceux qui y vendoient & qui y achetoient, &c. 

1 Jeſus. gingh in den Tempel Godts, ende dreef uyt alle die 
verkochten ende kochten in den Tempel, ende keerde om de tafe en des 
Wiſſelaers, ende de ſitſtoelen der gene die de duyven verkochten. 


$ 'aſoggZw, conſulto delibero proprie de deliberationibus que frunt 
Ty «Yopd Item emo mercor, Vid. Scap. in verbum. 


- 


„ 


—— 


Sp 
pences 


AY 


Mikael zs Vindiaged.” 25 

zences for the Sacrifices, or other Occaſions : And 
it ſeems alſo probable, that by theſe Men a Cor- 
reſpondence in the way of Trade, and the Return 
of Money was carried on between diſtant Parts of ; 
Judea; and yet our Saviour might very juſtly reſent 
the 5 in of ſuch Traffick or Merchandize in- 
to the Temple, or any Part of it. Thus he admo- 
niſhes them, not to make his Father's Houſe an Houſe 
of Merchandize, f, eſpecially as he himſelf, by the 
expreſſion of their making it a Den of Thieves, ſeems 
to intimate they were guilty of very diſhoneſt Gain 
and uſing great Extortion. And I can tell him of 
one much inferior to our Saviour, who uſed an Au- 
thority much like this, $ and his Conduct, I hope, 
I may be allowed to take in the literal Senſe, till 
our Author has obliged the World with his Allego- 
ries upon it; having no Talent my ſelf at ſuch a cu- 
rious and delicate way of Thinking as this. And in- 
deed, as our Author proves ſo very unſucceſsful 


1 ; In this way of Writing himſelf, there's no great 


Encouragement for any Man to endeavour an Imi- 
tation of him. The Method he has taken ſeems to 
be contrary to his Deſign. His Deſign was to deride 
the Clergy ; but then ſure, his proper way would 
have been, not to rack and torture thoſe Greek Words 
he has uſed, -and at the Rate he has done, which al- 
legorically taken in his Way, turns the Market into a 
Church, and the Money-changers into the Clergy ; 
but he ſhould have taken the Greek Words that 5 - 
nify Churches, Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, Pulpits, Preaching, 
&c. and prov'd that they properly mean nothing but 
Markets and Shambles, ney-changers and Chapmen, 
He next hints that 7755s, which is tranſlated Tables, 
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& Koaavfliions dicitur & TexmeC i7ns nummularius, hoc, eſt qui ar- 
She aureoſve nummos permutat minutiis & Kepuao ry quales o- 
i ſunt & teruncii. Vid. Steph. Theſau. | 

Vid. etiam Suiceri Theſaurum in verbum. 


+ 31x01 iv, ů eln ii, 16. K $ Neberniah Ch, xiii. 
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does properly fignijy, Pulpits, I confeſs it's a Grief ta 


me to have Occaſion to expoſe fo ſhameſul a Quota- 
tion. The Author he refers to, ſays this Word pro- 
perly (ſignifies the Tables of Money-changers (where 
their Momes were told over, and from whence they 
have a particular Name. given them) and, according 
z0 Ariftophanes, by this Name is called a Pulpit or open 
Place, where Slaves were expoſed ta the Eyes of all in 
r „ 
This Author will obſerve, that I principally. inſiſt 
upon what has ſome Appearance of Argument in his 
Performance; nor do I think my ſelf much concern'd 
with what he ſays in a Way of Prejudice againſt 
the Clergy : They ſeem indeed to be very 5 out 
of his Favour; tho, if his mighty Indignation againſt 
them had been temper'd with real Wit and a little 


better Reaſon, it had been more ſatisfactory to 


himſelf, as well as more poignant upon them. 


But there's not a Grain of Wit or Argument in 
his talking, that they vend their braxen. fac d Bulls and 
Blunders at an extravagant and great Price, whatever 
want of Civility and Decency there may be in it. I 
believe the Gentlemen will be able enough to ſtand 
ſuch impotent Efforts as theſe made againft them. 

Upon the whole, we may now obſerve how this. 
Gentleman has acquitted himſelf, and made good: 
his Point. He was to prove, according to the ſecond 


General, which he is upon, that the literal Story f 


this and other Miracles, does imply Improbabilities and In- 
credibilities, and the groſſeſt Abſurdities, very diſhonoy- 
zable to the Name of Chriſt. A yery heavy and thund- 
ering Charge. indeed! 'To make this, or any Part 
of it good, his Objection, I conceive, muſt lie, either 


—— 
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Interdum ſi c quaſi Ker £foy nv, nominatur menſa argentariorum, 
ſau nummulariorum, ut apud Demoſthen. τ Thy re, ebnxay 
rj u, apud Ariſſophanem fic vocatur Pulpitum, aut locus edi- 
tior, in quo vernæ & mancipia omnium oculis venum exponebantyr. 
Vid. Scapulam. ö ö e | 
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- kpainſt the Power, or Will of Chriſt. As to the 


ermer, there is nothing mentioned in the Account 
of the Miracle, but what ſurely was poſſible to ſo 
utvine and glorious a Perſon : And neither he nor 
any Man can deny, but that it's ſuppoſeable, a Per- 
ſon may be ſent upon this Earth, clothed with a 
divine Authority, and furniſh'd with a real extra- 
brdinary Power, ſuch as cannot be reſolved into Ma- 
gick Art (unlels he is for reſolving all the Works of 
 Omniporence into Magick Art.) And that there 
really was ſuch a Perſon who wrought this Miracle, 
I appeal to the Records, that are extant ; the pro- 
= Way to obtain Evidence of matters of Fact, 
rought to paſs ar ſo great a Diſtance from our own 
Times. Nor can I think any ſubſtantial Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why, ſuppoſing Chriſt furniſh'd with a 
divine Power (as the Mediator certainly was) it 
ſhould be diſagreeable to his Will to give this par- 
ticular Inſtance 4nd Diſplay of it. What was there 
in the Act contrary to one ſingle Perfection of the 
Deity ? Unleſs the Diſtributign of Juſtice, in a moſt 
heceflary arid deſerved Puniſhment, for a flagrant 
and growing-Enormity, may be called ſo. Ler him 
mew then, if he can, that it's improbable, incredible, 
abſurd, or diſhonourable to Chriſt, to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of that Temple, which was, in a moſt ſacred 
and appropriate Senſe, his Father's Houſe, and 
which the Jeu had wickedly profaned : Let him 
| ſhew that a Crime of this Nature was beneath his 
Reſentment, or unbecoming the Indignation of a 
Redeemer, who came to fulfil the Law and the Prophets. 
Or that ſcourging (a Puniſhment, which is uſually 
moſt inflicted upon the meaneſt Offenders, in ordet 
to make them appear infamous in the Eyes. of the 
World) was not a proper Expreſſion of his great 
Contempt and Abomination of them. 5 
I now go on to a ſecond Miracle our Author treats 
of, and that is, his caſting the Devils out of the Mad- 
men, and permitting them to enter into the Herd of Swine, 
2 1 
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which thereupon ran down a Precipice, and were all choat'd 


in the Sean 
Since this Gentleman ſeems very eager to lay hold 
of every Thing to expoſe the literal! Story of our 
Saviour's Miracles, it's a little to be wondered at, 
that he ſhould not chuſe to embelliſh his Repreſen- 
tation df this Miracle, in the ſame Manner as he 
did that of the Former: And the rather, becauſe 
one of his firſt Obſervations there, would, I 
* him, make a much better Figure hefe. 
t ſince he has neglected it, it can ſure be no Of- 
Fence, and he may poſſibly take it kindly, if I illus 
ſtrate it my ſelf from his own Words, with a very 
little, and bat neceſſary Variation of his Language. 
Why ſhould he not then here have ſaid, f It's hard 
to conceive, how any one in the Firm of a Man, and 
of a deſpiſed one too, (and we don't read that Je- 
fus chang'd his human Shape) ay and without a Whip 
in his Hand too, could execute ſuch a Work upon, not 
a great Multitude of People, but a whole Legion of 
Devils, - who I ſuppoſe, were none of his Diſciples, nor 
had any Regard for him. How curious and a-Propos 
would ſuch a Thought have been here! But let us 
hear how he himſelf ſpeaks to the Matter : He ſays 
then, Be the Miracle as great as can be imagin'd, it's 
no more than what falſe Teachers, workers of Iniquity, 


conſequently, ſuch a Work of Exorciſm in our Saviour, 
could be no Proof of his divine Authority $. *Tis then 
however granted, that there has been ſuch a Thing 
as diſpoſſeſſing Men of evil Spirits: And if tho 

Exorciſts he mentions, might be ſappoſed to equal, 
yet I hope, not to exceed our Saviour in any Inſtance 
of Power. He ſays, If there was no more to be ſaid 
againſt this Miracle, this is enough to ſet it afide, and 
10 ſpoil the Argument of Jeſuss divine Power from it. 


and even ſome Artiſts among the Jews have before done; ; | 
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But I need not tire the Reader by giving a long A 
{wer to this, having already ſpoken ſomewhat to it 
and refer d him to Mr. Chaudler, who treats at lange 
of this Matter, in his excellent Diſcourſe upon M 
racles; to whom Iwill now add another Writer f. 
He asks, How came thoſe Madmen to have their Druxl- 
ling amongſt the Tombs of a butying Ground d. Oh dear! 
Yes certainly : "Twas highly proper they ſhould be 
ſo near their Graves; for in two or three Lines far- 
ther, he is for ſending):thers into em. If their 
Caſe was ſo bad, he very gravely argues, tuas poſ- 
fible ſurely, as well ag Iuſul, to diſpatch them. But #t 
was uſual for theſe Spitits to abide in Tombs, to confirms 
in Men that vain Perſuqfion of the Souls of Men, after 
Death, being turn d into Auer, and for divers other 
Ends, for which the Solitude of ſuch Places uns very 
advantageous to them: None uſing to come thither but 10 
bury their Dead 5. But he thinks it wat lawful to dif 
patch them: In anſwer to this, they ſeem to be in Scrip- 
ture repreſented as very proper Objects of Leen; 
and I think we do not fead of any Inſtance of Seve- 
rity the People uſed towards them, but they rather 
ſeem'd very affectionately to pity them in that dread- 
ful Condition, were very ſollicitous for their Reco- 
very, and for that End, were importunate with 
Chrift to commiſerate and help them; and this is 
the more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, not only from Hu- 
manity in general, but alſo from, I think, the con- 
ſtant Silence of Scripture, as to any particular Com- 
plaints made of the Demoniacks: They are never, as 1 
remember, repreſented as having been vicious in their 
Character, nor miſchievous to any but themſelves. 
cannot recollect more than one Inſtance, that looks 
like an Exception to this, which is Acts xix. 16. but 
th“ as a ſpecial Caſe, wherein God righteouſly 
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ſiufferetl them to defeat and over- power a parcel Gf 
ſiuch dexterous Juglers and Artiſts as thoſe, whoſe 
| Skill and Management our Author ſo highly extols: 
Our Author adds, But what 5s worſe, it is nt 
tredible there was any Herd of Swine in that Country, But 
that there were Swine among the Gadarenes, contrary 
to the Jewiſh Cuſtom, will not appear ſtrange, when 
it is remember d, that Gadara, . which was in the 
eaſtern Extremities of the Land of Canaan, is by 
Foſephus number'd amongſt ,the ,es he, i. C. 
Grecian Cities, which Pompey took away from the 
Jews *.. And the greateſt Part of the Inhabitants 
were Syrians, not Fews, according to Foſephus f. To 
give an Anſwer in brief to the whole: The Meſſiah 
undoubtedly was inveſted, as Mediator, with a füll 
Dominion over all Creatures upon Earth. He had 
Power, even upon Earth, to forgive Sins, An Act 
of ſuch Royalty; Greatneſs and Authority, as hardly 
leaves Room to ſuppofe that he could be unfurniſh'd 
with any ſort of Power upon Earth. And the Ef- 
fects he produced; were ſufficient Arguments of 
that Power, by which they were accompliſh'd. And 
the Apprehenſions and Expectations of the Jews 
were conſentaneous to this : Men that Chriſt cometh, 
will be do more Miracles than this Man hath done? 8 
' Nay, tis ſufficiently known, that the whole Body 
of the Jews were poſſeſs d with a very lofty and 
magnificent Opinion of their expected Meſſiah, and 
the Grandeur and Authority, in which he ſhonld ap- 
r. The only Difficulty that remains is, that any 
Injury ſhould befal the Proprietors of the Swine. 
Now this, I think, carries no great Strength in it; for, 
if it be granted, as it is by our Author, Pag. 12. that 
he had actually this Power to produce ſuch Effects, 
it is very rational to ſuppoſe that God, in ſuch a 
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5 MiRActzs Vindicated,. 31 
Caſe, would inveſt no Perſon with this Power, but one 
imploy'd in the Intereſt of Truth, and whoſe: Un- 
dertaking he approv'd : If God then authoriz'd our 
Saviour to be a Prophet and worker of Miracles, the 
Act of our Saviour becomes his (God's) own'AR. It 
can't, I think, be pleaded from hence, that falſe Pro- 
phets have the Seal of the divine Authority to their 
Commiſſion; becauſe it ſeems not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that God would communicate any Powers to them, 
inconſiſtent to, and incompatible with the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Truth; or if he ſuffers them to exert 
uncommon Powers, he will always take Care there 
ſhall be Circumſtances ſufficient to diſtinguiſh ſuch 
a falſe Pretender, from one whom he really approves. 
If then, the Act may be ſuppoſed to be the Act of 
God, there can he no room to complain of Injury, 
its in his Power, whenever he pleaſes, to put a 
Period to my Life, or to the Life of any, in whom 
my Happineſs and Comfort is moſt bound up: And 

if I am not to diſpute againſt his Procedures in 
this Caſe, much leſs, if he only diminiſhes my Sub- 
tance, or deſtroys my Cattle. Job's Loſs was vaſtly 
greater than this; (ſuppoſing, at preſent, that Book 
only to paſs for common Hiſtory) and yet that 
good Man was far from impeaching the Severity of. 
Providence, even before he knew of, or expected, 
a return of Future, nay double Proſperity, For my 
Part, I make no manner of doubt, but that there 
was a moſt wiſe and good Deſign that Jeſus had, in 
ſuffering thoſe Devils to enter into the Swine, what- 
ever Handle ſome Men think they may take from 
hence, for ſcoffing and raillery. And if we cannot 
diſtinctly determine what that Deſign was, yet it's 
very raſh, upon that ſingle Account, to caſhier and 
condemn the Miracle jt's ſelf. I ſhall ſum up all in 
the Words of a very great Man : Whether our Savi- 
our permitted this, to ſhew the very great Power of evil 
Spirits, and how terrible the Effects of their Malice would 
be upon Men, if they were not reſtrained by God; or 
| 1 whether 
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aver other wiſe Reaſon it was: Certain it is, that this 
n the” only Miracle aur Saviour wrought, whereby any 
Man ſuffered Damage. Whethier the Gadarenes de- 
firing his Departure out of their Coaſts, proceeded 
from an unreaſonable Timorouſneſs and Dread, that 
| he who had ſhewn ſuch marvellous Effects of his 
Power upon the Swine, might do more tremendous 


Things amongſt them; or whether that Requeſt 


flow'd from Ingratitude and the want of a due Senſe 
of his Goodnefs ; or their valuing the Lives of the 
Swine more than of the two Men diſpoſſeſſed, I am 
not at all concerned to anſwer either Way. I paſs 
over his Allegories from the Fathers. rs - 
This Gentleman is pleas'd to divert himſelf with a 
Suppoſition of what would have been the Conſequence, 
if theſe two foregoing Miracles had been hrought in ac- 
cuſation againſt Jeſus, before Pilate f putting this Que- 
ſtion to the Jews, What Evil has he done? And upon ſum- 
ming up the Evidence, asking the Opinion of the 
Jews, ſaying, What think you? But he has him- 
ſelf 'anſwer'd as to the laſt Miracle; for how could 
the Jews be ſuppoſed to defire his Condemnation for 
deſtroying Swine? For, as he learnedly tells us, $ 
they were forbidden to eat Swines Fleſh; what then 
ſhould they do with Swine, (which are good for no- 
thing, till dead) who eat neither Pig, Pork, nor 
Bacon? And if the Gadarenes had had Malice enough 
to appear apainſt him, or any other to proſecute 
their Charge in their Room, even our Author him- 
ſelf, if he pleaſes, - with all his Eloquence, I make 
no doubt, but our Saviqur could have made a moſt 


full and ample Defence. As to the former Miracle, 


Pilate, 'who was a Heathen, really was not concern'd 
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„ 
about their Temple Affairs; and if : they hdtoffer'd — 

to trouble him with auch kind of Charges againſt 
Teſus, who was for reducing the Jeu to the Wors. 

ſhip of God, according to their on Law, it is 

not unlikely, that he might have repuls d their Im- 
pertinence and Malice in the ſame Manner as Galks 
did “, who after a juſt Rebiike for their quarrelſome 
Temper, - drove them from the Judgment Seat.” No, the 


Jews had a little more Wit in their Anger than our =_ 
Author imagines : They knew well enough, Twas the ( 
readieſt Way to accompliſh their Deſign, to decuſe him op | 

before an heathen Magiftrate of the higheſt Crimes a 4 
againſt Ceſar; and therefore prudentiß en — 1 1 
care, for their own Sakes, not to bring lack ie Charg- 4 
es againſt him; ſo that however zealous they were as to | ; 

Matters relating to. their own Method of Religion or 3 J 
Temple, yet they mentioned their Complaint againſt Je- * [ 
ſut, upon theſe Accounts, only to Caiaphas the high Prieſt . Bb 
of the Jeu f. But when they came before Pilate, they 


altogether inſiſted upon Charges of a Civil Nature- | 
We may now at length ask, where was the Jucredi- = 
bility of this Miracle? Or, what was there abſurd 
or diſhonourable to the Name of Chriſt in it? If there 
was any ſuch Thing as Poſſeſſion by evil or unclean 
Spirits, (which our Author ſeems to take for granted; 
br if he did not, will not find it very eaſy to dif< ] 
prove it) I hope twas no Ways improbable'nor diſbo- 
nourable, that our bleſſed Saviour ſhould exert the 
glorious Power he was endued with, in a Caſe of 
uch extraordinary Neceſſity, not only in Compaſſion 
to the poor diſtreſſed Objects; but alſo to diſplag 
the Triumphs of his Authority over the Powers of 
Darkneſs. . And if we can't ſpecify the particulat 
» Reaſon of his permitting the Deftru&ion of the 
Swine, who had an entire Dominion, not only over ' 
them, but their Owners too; yet this will not be 
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34 d SAVIOUR 
ſufficient. to overthrow the Miracle, nor will it bs 
any juſt Occaſion to W that it was an Act dr- 
monourable to Chriſt. And ſince it is poſſible there 
might have been a very good Deſign in it, it would 
better become one that pretends to conſult his Ho- 
nour, to ſuppoſe there really was ſuch an one. Where 
then can there be at Hſt atry ſuch mighty Al ſurdity 
in this Story, when the Parts of it are fairly laid 
together? It pleaſed God at that Time, to permit 
_ evil Spirits to have an extraordinary Influence upon 
the Bodies of ſome Men, whereby they were brought 
into a moſt deplorable Condition, and were made 
terrible Spectacles to thoſe about them. The Influ- 
ence of thoſe powerful Spirits was fo great and vio- 
tent upoth thoſe miſerable Creatures, that no Strength 
or Contrivance of their Friends was fufficient to 
confine them, and ſo they forſook all Places of Com- 
pany and Reſort, and retired to thofe that were 
folitary and unfrequented, abiding in no Houſes, 
but had their Dwelling among the Tombs; and were 
always Night and Day in the Mountains and Tombs. 
Jeſus immediately diſpoſſeſſed them, and permitted 
chem to exerciſe their Rage upon a parcel of Ani- 
mals, that were an Abomination to the Jeus; 
to convince the Inhabitants, not only of his own 
Dominion over all Creatures, and tranſcendent 
Power; but alſo of the Miſery of being ſubje@ to 
. thoſe evil Spirits. 8 5 
Our Author goes on to a third Miracle of Jeſus, 
and that is, his Transfiguration on the Mount; 4 
this, he ſays, is the darkeft and Blindeſt Story of the 
whole Guſpel. This is one of his little Turns of Wit. 
Becauſe 'tis about our Saviour's Transfiguration, and 
the extraordinary Splendor, that then appeared ; 
therefore, by Way of Contradiction and Banter, 
» muſt be the darkeſt aud blindeft Story of the whole 
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Goſpel He owns we muſt not ſay there is nothing 


in the Letter of this Story, becauſe St. Peter ſays 
he was an Eye-Witneſs of Jeſus's . Jaw his Glory 


on the Mount, and heard the Voice out of the Cloud; and 


per he thinks that; Infidels would eaſily diſtreſs us 
with Difficultzes and Objections to the Letter of it. 
„And how will they do it? Why, forſooth, by form- 


ing their Exceptions to the Credibility or Probability 
= this or that Part of it And what matter of Fact, 
brought to paſs at ſuch a Diſtance of Time from 
ours, is nat capable of being thus wonderfully di- 
ſtreſſed with ſach ſort of Improbabilities, as this 
Writer muſters up againſt our Saviour's Miracles ? 
He ſeems, by this Way of ſpeaking, to t they 

eptions to the Poſſibility k $9 nor 
indeed is it poſſible they ſhould : And the Teſtimony 
of one Witneſs, of allowed Capacity and Integrity, 


by the Evidence of two Senſes, is ſufficient to over- 


throw the little Quirks of ten Thouſand Cavilers. 
And there ſeems to me, a much greater Probabi- 


| lity in the literal, than the allegorical Senfe, that 


our Author has forc'd upon it. | 

He has moſt groſly perverted St. Auſtin again; who, 
as he pretends, owns that the whole of it might 
be performed by Magick Art. It's really tireſome to 


Fil up Page after Page with expoſing the diſingenu- 


ous Practices of a Man who pretends. to underſtand 
the Fathers; and not only ſets. up himſelf for a 
Writer in Controverſy, but undertakes to dictate 
to others, and calls upon the Clergy to gppear like 


Men aud Scholars from the Preſs againſt his Diſcourſe, 
St. Auſtin is commenting upon 2 Pet. i. 18, 19. upon 
which he ſays, hy is Prophecy a ſurer Word than the 


Voice from Heaven? He anſwers, becauſe there are In» 


fidels, who derogate ſo much from Chriſt, as to pretend 


that what he did was by Magick Art. Infidels indeed 
might, by human Conjettures and unwarrantable Curiofity, 
account for the Voice from Heguen according to Magic 


wy” 
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but even Chrift's. Incarnation. -- Chriſt was not yet a Man 
when he ſent the Prophets. But ſuppoſe, ſays he, amy one 
ſay he was a Magician, to which he gives this Anſwer, 
ſuppoſing (tho far from granting the Truth of the 
"Objedtion) he might, by Magick Art, have procured him- | 
Jelf. to be worſhipped even when dead; jet guas it poſble he 
_ conld be 'a Magician before he was born? Obſerve therefore, 
pon what Reaſon Peter ſays me have a more ſure Word of 
. Prophecy ; the Voice from Heaven for the Admonition of Be- 
lievers, and Prophecy for the Comvittion of Infidels *, Strange 
indeed, that St. Auſtin ſhould be drag'd in as owning 
it might be performed by Magick Art, where he is 
diſcourſing profeſſedly and earneftly againſt ſuch an 
Imputation! Our Author infinuates as if the Vice 
from Heaven might be accounted for ſrom the Me- 
thods ſome Juglers and ftrange Artiſts uſe in the huita- 
tion a Voice, *who can make it as if it came from 
afaryoff, when tis uttered cloſe: by us: But the next 
time he meets with any of theſe Artiſts, let him 
join his own [Dexterity witch theirs, and let them 
try in Conſort, if they can, by any poſſible Imita- 
tion, feign a Voice from Heaven to the Satisfaction 
of three different Perſons. And he ſays they can caft 
themſebyes too into different Forms and Shapes without a 
Miracle. I ſuppoſe he hardly means that they can 
Netamorplboſe — according to his Uſe of the 
Word, imo the Forms, Shapes and Eſſences of Crea- 
turen and Things f à quite different Species, Size 
aud Figure : And if he only talks of our common 
Poſture-Maſters, he ſays nothing to the Purpoſe: 
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|  ® Quid elt ergo certiorem ? — Quoniam ſunt homines infideles, 
n fic.detrahunt Chriſto, ut dicant eum magicis artibus feciſſe, q 
cit. Foſſent ergo infideles etiam iſtam vocem delatam de clo, 
Sonjecturas humanas & illicitas curiofitates ad magitas Artes referre. Sed 
Prophetz ante fuerunt; non dico ante iſlam 'vocem, {ed ante Chriſti 
carnem. Nondum erat homo Chriſtus, quando miſit Prophetas. Quiſ- 
+ hog dicit magum fuiſſe: $i ergo magicis artibus fecit ut cole-, 
de mortuus, nunquid magus erat, antequam natus? gc. in 
verm. 43. Seck. 3. Compare alſo the Dugration from $1, Auſtin, p. it 


- N 1 PC y "owe 9 * 7 5 * 7 * 8 U 
FI * Re SLA as, E p + dat md Wy,” ln nb Be ade! 4 . 4 od ho 9 
F PR * 7 ＋ os * MF * * * n : 4 G 4 . , © 
k T - 
: 7 9 
K ö * 42 * 


 MiRactzs Pindicated. 3 
II. he means they can/caſt themſelves into ſome odd 
Forms, but cannot eounterfeit ſuch Appeafunces as 
-were ſuppoſed to be at the Transſiguration, he does 
not reach the Caſe: If he means that they wn. 
even do that too, let him and the Artiſts, he men- 
tions, try that together alſo. He pretends the Ori- 
ginal Word Mirajpeppoty ſignifies nothing leſs than 
the Change or | Transformation F a Perſon "into the 
Firms, | Shapes and Eſſentes F "Creatures and "Things 
F a quite different Spetiet, Size and Figure: But 

the Word is alſo uſed to ſignify a Change into dif- 
ferent Similitudes and Appearances, withcut "the 
Change of Eſſences and Shapes; as for a Man to 
be chang'd into a Propher *. i a. 
He asks; What was the particular Reaſon and Uſe of 
this Miracle? f No doubt, to afford his Diſciples a 
"Diſcovery of the tranſcerident Dignity of his Perſon. 
and ſome, Repreſentation of his future Glory, of 
which there was ſoon to be another illuſtrious Mani 
feſtation in his powerful Reſurrection from the Dead. 
They were made Eye-Witneſſes of his Majeſty, and 
beard that ſolemn Voice, which came to him from Heu- 
ven, whereby he received from God the Father, Honour 
and Glory, proclaiming him his beloved Som, in whom he 
was well pleaſed 5. "Twas a ſingular Inſtance of his 
great Favour and Kindneſs to theſe three Diſciples, 
whom he indulg'd ſo far, as to admit their Preſence 
and Attendance upon him in ſeveral Paſſages of his 
moſt private Life; it had a good Tendeney to fortify 
them againſt that approaching Hour of Darkneſs and 
Horrour, that was to be ſpent in the moſt bitter 
Agonies; at which they alone were preſent with him 
in the Garden: And alſo the better to prepare them 
to bear that great Weight of Service and Bufferings, | 
which, as his extraordinary Minifters, they were to 
undergo. It muſt be a ſtrong Confirmation of their 
| Regard to their bleſſed Lord, and a great Encou- 
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36 on SAVIOUR's 
 ragement to Faithfulneſs under their ſharpeſt Trisis, 


i ſee him array d in this divine Splendor, and thug 


viſibly, thus triumphantly authoriz d ahd approved 


by the Father, He inſiſts upon it, that there ſhould 


have been more Witneſſes, and particularly that the 


wubelieving Multitude ſhould have had a Sight. and hear- 


wing of this. Miracle, as well as the Apoſtles. But where 


was the Obligation? Was our Saviour obliged to ex- 
poſe all the Paſſages of his private Life, however 
glorious, to the View of all Mankind? And where 
vas the Neceſſity? Surely it was ſufficient, if the 
zeſt of Mankind, who attended him, had Evidences 
proper and full laid before them for n e 

uch as a rational Enquirer could not fairly reſiſt. 


And as for thoſe that remained Unbelievers, they 


had certainly the leaſt Pretence of any, to expect an 
Admiſſion into his Retirements, and ſecret Conver- 


have. | | | 
He is very inquiſitive to kaow what Moſes and 
Elias talk'd about : And yet here the evangelical Hi- 
ſtory is not fileut, according to his pwn Confeſſion, 
who quotes St, Luke, ag 1 


ſalem. But this, he ſays, is @ Barbariſm, and, 


ying, T hey diſcourſed of 
| Jeſus's Deceaſe, which be ſhould accompliſh at 7 
he 


ſes. It's contrary to the ſtated Methods of the di- 
vine Government, and the Rules of heavenly Wiſ⸗ 
dom, profuſely to multiply Advantages upon thoſe, 
"who will not improve the Light and Evidence they 


appeals to our Gr eek Criticks, an improper Expr on | 


F ſuch a Signification, But I would farm know who 
thoſe wonderful Greek Critics are, beſides himſelf, that 
pretend to find any ſuch Fault ? The Barbariſm he 
makes to lie in tranſlating E Tanger,. to ſignify the 
Death which Chriſt ſhould accompliſh, Bur I hope, 
rid and Theophylaf? may paſs for Greek Critics with 
him, and they tranſlate the Word iF thus in this 


very Place: So alſo does Eraſmus, Drufius, Grotius, 
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And many others, whom I need not here mention; 


| So likewiſe it is uſed 2 Pet. i. 15. And it is no Won=- 


der that our Saviour's Death ſhould be repreſented 
under a different Notion from that of others, as ic 
was really an Accomplifhment of the Prophecies, as 
well as of his own Promiſe, and moft gracious Re- 
ſolution to die for us. Thus he ſeems himſelf to 
ſpeak of his Death, Lale xii. 50. and Lake xviii. 315 
Once more the poor Fathers are vrought in to be 
rack d arid wreſted by him as beft ſerves his Purpoſe. 
And here we have no leſs than ten new Quotations 
from them, to help us to allegorize our Saviour's 
Transfiguration. But I have had too much Toil al- 
ready, in examining his Quotations from the Fathers, 
to be very fond of tracing him any farther: I ſhall 
therefore, only take Notice of one of them, and 
that” is his ſixty fifth Quotation from St. John of J. 
ruſalem, who takes care to preſerve a due Repard 
to the Letter of this Hiftory, and in this very Place 
expreſly declares himſelf in Favour of it: and yer 
Mr. —— ſays, f from theſe Quotations it it plain 
they (the Fathers) Jook'd on the Story of Chrift's Transfi- 
guration, BU T as a Figure and Parable. 3 | 

Where now is all the Abſurdity of the'TransfiguraZ 
tion? He himſelf clears one Objection againſt the firſt 
Miracle, from being an Objection againſt this: If 
twas hard to conceive how any one, in the Form of 
4 Man, could drive the Buyers and Sellers out of 
the Temple; yet he lets us know it's not hard .to 
conceive how any one in the Form of a Man, mighe 
be transfigured ; for he very philoſophically reaſons 
upon it, that, conſidering the Change which is made 
by the Reflections of the Light of the Sun, twas na 
more than a common Caſe : Or however, to be ac- 
counted for from Natural Cauſes, without the Sup- 
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object, as before, of any Injury done by the Trans- 
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tion. But in ſhort, if any thing Jeſus did; 
was above the Force and Power of Natural Cauſes; 
then it's incredible on that very Account, or elſe it's 
not above the Capatity of natural Cauſes to Effect; 


and then it's no Miracle. So that every thing has 
either too much or too little of the Miracle in it; 


for a Gentleman of ſo nice and delicate a Taſte; and 


therefore, I fear it's altogether - impoſſible ro pleaſe 


him; and that whatever Jeſws did, or could do, it 


never would go down (to uſe an elegant Expreſſion 


of his own) with fo sau AHisH a Divine. Nay; 
not only Jeſus, but any other Prophet would find 
as much Difficulty to ſatisfy a Man of his Temper : 
And all that he ſays here on the Transfigurartion, 


might with as much Ingenuity and Juſtice, I aſſure 


him, have .been apply d to the Account which Moſes 
ives of God's Appearance upon Mount Sinai. Tis 
t ſaying, hat the whole of it might be performed by 
Magick Art; and that there are Jpn Juglers, ſuch 
ſtrange Artiſts at the Initation of a Voice, as to make it 
f _ When it is utterred cloſe 
by us; and that they can caſt themſelves too into diffe- 
reut Forms aud 


certainly be enough to baffle ſeveral Thouſands o 


People out of their Senſes, who were preſent at that 


great Solemnity. He don't pretend the firſt Mira- 


dle either was, of could be, done by Magic Art: 


No, Stripes are too ſenſible Things to be thus jeſted 
with. As to the ſecond, that it ſeems, was an in- 
jurious one. Well, but the Transfiguration was in- 
jurious to no Body: Why then that muſt be ac- 
counted for by Magic Art. Something or other he 
is reſolved to find out for an Objection, let the 
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prize, and Admiration of Speftators: And this muſt, 
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Caſe be never ſo plain, and though he has not been 
able to find out one material or ſubſtantial Excep- 


| tion againft any of the Miracles, yet it ſhall go hard 


with him but he will dreſs up ſome ſorry Cavil a- 
gainſt them. | | | 

He has now finiſh'd his Obſervations on thoſe 
three Miracles, which he principally deſign d to con- 
ſider at preſent: But he aſſures ns he is not gotten 
to the end of his Tedder; and which is worſe, I am 
afraid never will. His Way of Writing ſeems ſo 
very entertaining to himſelf, that let it be never ſo 
unacceptable. to the reſt of Mankind, he cannot 
forbear ; and therefore he will, hereafter, take into 
Examination ſome other of Jeſus's Miracles; * and in 
Truth, they are all of them, for ought I know, ca- 
pable of being treated in his allegorical Way as well 
as theſe. Nay I know not whether there is any 
Hiſtory of Facts, either antient or modern, which 
a Gentleman of his Skill and Acuteneſs may not 
be able to allegorize at the ſame rate; and ſo with 
as good a Grace he may face us down we are not 
to believe the literal Story of any of them. 

I will juſt touch upon the reſt of the Miracles he 
mentions, and upon which he deſigns to be more co- 
pious, He will take to tack his Miracle of changing 
Water into Wine at a Marriage in Cana of Galilee f. 
And though he has been all along fo very ludicrous, 
yet here, it ſeems, his mercurial Humour fails him : 
He has diverted himſelf with a great many pretty 
Conceits of his own upon the former Miracles ; yet 
all of a ſudden he has found ſomething in this, that 
is unbecoming a Gentleman of his bad Gravity 
forſooth! to diſcourſe upon. This ſeems to be giv- 
ing us ſome ground to hope he at laſt deſigns the 
World a ſolid and ſerious Diſcourſe, or in his own 
Words, that he will appear /ike a Man and a Scholar 
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Fim the Preſs. He has ſuch a ſtrange Fit of Gra- 


vity upon him now, that he would not for the World 
be ſo impious or prophane, as to believe — what is 


contained and imply'd in the Letter of this Story. But 


one would think a Man of ſuch prodigious Caution 

| | | e Impiety and Pro- 
phaneneſs, ſhould have had ſome Tenderneſs for 
the Belief of others; and not have inſinuated to 
the World, as if Jeſus was na more than a Conjurer 
or Sorcerer; which if he cannot find out better 
Evidence to prove, than he has done, there is Rea- 


ſon to | believe thoſe injurions and diſhonourable 


Reflections he has caſt upon him, will coſt him a 
very deep and bitter Repentance. But to return: 
He may at this time lay aſide all this Demureneſs, 
and we'll allow him to be pleaſant and facetious 
when he reads this Story: I'll anſwer for it, there's 
nothing in it to pollute his Mirth, or ſo much as 
tempt him to be prophane. He brings in here the 
Story of Apollonius Tyanens, of whom it is ſaid, That 
a Table was all on a ſudden, at his Command, mira- 
culouſly ſpread with variety of nice Diſhes, for the En- 

tertainment of himſelf and his Gueſts. But one would 


wonder how any Man, that is ſuch an implicit Be- 


liever of the Authority of the Fathers, and has had 
ſo much of their Acquaintance, ſhould not have 


' known and paid ſome Regard to what Euſebius ſays 


eoncerning this Perſon. I ſhall give his Account of 
him, as 'tis collected by an eminent Writer, which 
will be moſt for the Benefit of Engliſh Readers: It 
is thus: Says he, Euſebius has prov'd, That Apol- 
* lonius Tyanaus was ſo far from being comparable 
* to Jeſus Chriſt, that he did not deſerve to be 
* rank'd among the Philofophers, and that Philoſtra- 
© tus, who wrote his Life, is an Author unworthy 
of Credit, becaufe he contradicts himſelf very 
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« often; he doubts himſelf of thoſe very Mrs 


* cles which he relates, and he reports many Things 
* that are plainly fabulous.” 1 

Our Author awkardly inſinuates, as if Jeſus delighted 
to make his Friends thoroughly merry, (I thought how long 
his Gravity would hold) or he would not be at the Pains 
of a Miracle to turn ſo much Water into Wine, after 


they had before well drank. 'The Word * which we 


tranſlate well drank, we are by no means oblig d 
to underſtand of drinking to Exceſs, as appears 
by ſeveral Inftances of the Uſe of that Word; F 
| beſides, the having wel! drank, is not aſſerted of 
any of the Perſons preſent at the Marriage Feaſt, 
as he fancies, but it is the Account the Ruler 
of the Feaſt gives of what was the general Cu- 
ſtom at Feſtivals, viz. that at the Beginning, the beſt 
Wine was preſented ro the Gueſts, and when they 
had competently drank, a more ordinary Sort was 
uſed. But ſuppoſe that any of the Gueſts had 
afterwards made an ill Uſe of our Saviour's Libera- 
lity and Bounty, I hope he was by no Means reſpon- 
fible for that: The abuſe of any Thing can never 
infer a Reflection upon the Donor, but only upon 
the ungrateful and ſinful Temper of the Abuſer: Or 
if the Gentleman denies. this, he muſt cenſure and 
reproach the flowing Liberality of that God who 


daily loads us with his Benefits, Or to inſtance in a. 


different Caſe: The Liberty of the Preſs is a Pri- 
vilege, that ariſes from the Favour and Indulgence 
of our Governours, and which 'They have it in their 
Power to deprive us of, or to reſtrain at leaſt. 
Suppoſe now, a Book ſhould come out with any Pro- 
phaneneſs and Impiety, which our Author pretends 
ſo much to abhor: Nay, ſuppoſe they ſhould even 
imagine his own Book to be liable to the Cenſure 
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of Prophaneneſs and Impiety, would he then make 
this the Ground of a Charge againſt our Superiours, 
who granted the Liberty of the Preſs, and who 
might have done ſomewhat to prevent it, or at leaſt 
=" puniſh the prophane and impious Writer: What 
will be the Conſequence? Why, in ſhort, at this 
rate, Mr. / —— himſelf is then become an Ad- 
-yockte. for that very fort of Perſecution which he 
ſo much condemns. I am L nt he that here at 
leaſt, he may like my Way of arguing a little better 
than his own, and I hope now, that this Miracle 
may pals without Exception. There was nothing at 
all in it injurious to the Property of any Man, nor 
does he pretend to impute it to Magick Art: There's 
nothing impoſſible in it, conſidering our Saviour's 
amazing Power and Authority; and this Writer 
Would find it hard to faſten any juſt Reflection on 
the ſubſequent Miracles any more than upon. this: 
However, he's a Gentleman of Reſolution, and loves 
to be adventurous; and therefore, e 
Hie will alſo rale into Examination Jeſus's Miracles 
of feeding mam Thouſands in the WVilderneſs with a few 
Loaves and Fiſhes, * which, he ſays, according to the 
Letter, are moſt romantick Tales. 1 confeſs I bave fe- 
veral times been at a Loſs what Notion to form of 
this Writer. Upon the firſt looking into his Piece, 
one might eaſily be led to imagine that he had never 
been uſed to the Laws or Methods of regular Diſ- 
putation ; but when I look'd back to his Title Page, 
and found him to have been Ferrok or a Col IIECE 
in Cambridge; This, I thought, muſt correct that Mi- 
ſtake; the only way therefore I had to account for 
the Matter was, that he muſt certainly have left 
the Univerſity long ago, and ſo have very much 
forgot the Methods in which he was train'd 
up; for according to no Rules of Logick, or 
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Academical Inftitution, is it allowed to the Diſputane, 
to anticipate the Judgment of his Readers, by mon- 
ſtrous and frightful Exclamations upon his Subject; 
nor is it permitted him to uſe Invective qr Raillery in- 
ſtead of Argument and Reaſoning to the Point. Hut 
tis this. Writer's Way, firſt to fall foul upon his 
Subject with very dogmatical and politiye Refle&- 
ions; and this being what he pretty ſtrongly makes 
an Objection againſt the Clergy, one would have 
thought he ſhould have been the more careful to - 
avoid it himſelf: And as he has not, it's a great 
Aggravation of his manner of Writing. But thus 
he talks about moſt of the Miracles. When he men- 
tions the Transfiguration, that it the darkeſt and pond. 
eſt Story of the whole Goſpel, which a Man can make 
peither Head nor Foot of, As to another, he puts on 
the Grimace, that he is almoſt too grave to handle the Ler- 
ter of that Soy as he ought. Another is ſuch a Rodoman= _ 
tado with him, that were Men to ſtretch, for a Wager,” 
againſt Reaſon and Truth, wone could outdo it. And ſo 
here, to prepoſſeſs the Reader, before he offers at one 
Word in a Way of Argument, the Miracles we are 
upon are, according to the Letter, moſt romantick Tales. 

He ſays he don't in the leaſt Queſtion Jeſus's 
Power to magnify or multiply the Loaves : And what 
Reaſon can he aſſign then why he ſhould not actu- 
ally do it? "Twas an Act not in the leaſt injurious 
to any, but very beneficial, gracious, and moſt ſea- 
ſonably wrought ; and being performed in the Pre= 
ſence, and for the Nouriſhment of ſo many thouſand \ 
Witneſſes, (who, if they had their Senſes of ſeeing, 
feeling and taſtiflg, were, I hope, competent Judges 
of the 'Truth of the Miracle) takes off all Suſpicion 
of its being the Effect of Magick Art: For tis 
our Author's own Rule, The more Witneſſes of a M 
racle, the better it is atteſted, and the more reaſonably 
credited *®, Nor does he pretend there was any thing 
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in this done for the Service and Pleaſure of luxurious 
Appetites, which he infinuates as an Objection 
againſt the former. There's no ſuch Difficulcy as 
he imagines, to ſuppoſe many Theuſands of Men, Wo- 
Poul follow him into the Wilderneſs, 
and ſtay with him three Days and Nights, and that too 


men and Children, 


without eating; This is no Objection at all to the 
firſt of thoſe Miracles, however he confounds them 


together ; for they were certainly two diſtinct Tranſ- 


actions, as appears, beſides ſeveral other Reaſons 
I could give, from our Saviour's expreſs Words, 
which plainly ſpeak of them as diſtin : And as to 


the firſt, the Multitude were fed the firft Evening 
after they came to him, As to the ſecond miracu- 
lous feeding, let him take ir, if he pleaſes, in the 
moſt ripid Senſe, and ſuppoſe, not that there was a 


ſucceſſive Multitude, of ſome coming and others go- 
Ing, or that ſome came ſqoner and others later, but 
that to a Man, they came altogether and ſtaid, 


every one of them, the whole time that is menti- 


oned ; yet I don't think it at all impoſſible or impro- 
bable, no nor even if it be added, they had no oc- 


caſional Refreſhment: for chongh they are mentioned 


as 9 three Days with our Saviour; yet 
three Nights 1 


vert himſelf and impoſe upon his Readers : 'The 


Evangeliſt ſays no ſuch thing; and this makes a 
if we obſerve in how lax 


great Alteration in the Caſe, 
a Senſe the Expreſſion of three Days is uſed in Au- 
-thors, namely, to ſignify ſome Parts of them; and 
then there need not be above two Nights ſuppoſed, 
as in the Inſtance of our Saviour himſelf, who tho' he 


was faid to have been three Days in the Grave; yet 


was hardly there above half the Space of Time that 
three entire Days and Nights would have amounted to, 
There's no Neceſſity they ſhould have continued there 
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M1RrAcLtes Vindcated,. 7 
forty Hours, and yet properly enough, according to 
the Uſe of the Phraſe, might they have been ſaid to 
have been three Days with him. However, we are 
under no. neceſſity of ſuppoſing every Circumſtance. 
in its utmoſt Rigor: And yet if we were, Why, 

ſhould we think they would have been unwilling to 
abide with him under almoſt any Inconveniences ; 
cotiſidering the great Character he bore among them, 
and the high Opinion they had of his Power? 
Eſpecially. as they came to be heal'd of their 
ſeveral Diſeaſes and Infirmities, and brought their a 
Friends to him for the ſame Purpoſe, in which our 
Saviour was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to fulfil their 
Deſires. And who would not have endured as long 
Abſtinence, for the ſake of thoſe Benefits they 
obtain'd by tarrying with Jeſus? Does our Author 
conſider the Greatneſs and Value of thoſe Bleſſings, 
for thoſe that were maim'd to be made whole, and 
have their loſt Limbs ſupply'd 2 The Blind (whether 
ſo from their Birth, or by any Diſtemper or Accident) 
to receive the great Advantage and Pleaſure of. 
Sight; and thoſe, who by being Dumb, were render d 
incapable of Converſation, and depriv'd of all the 
Priviledges and Endearments that flow from it, to 
obtain the uſe of Speech. | PS, 
He will alſo confider the Miracle of Jeſus, curing the 
Paralytick, for whom the Roof of the Houſe was broken © 
ub, &. Heasks, Why the People did ſo tumultuate 
againſt the Door of the Houſe? But how vain is this! 
When the Evangeliſt ſays, that upon its being given 
out, that he was in the Houſe, ſtraightway many were 
gather d together, inſomuch that there was no Room to 
receive them, no not ſo much as about the Door f. To 
ſuch little Shifts are Men reduc'd, when they are 
refolved at all Adventures to oppoſe and contradi&; 
tho they have nothing ſolid to offer as an Objection. 
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large crowd of People got together, too many Pr the 
inſide or Doors of ſome Houſes to contain and admit; 
eſpecially conſidering there were Phariſees and Dofors 
the Law fitting by, which were come out of every 
Town of Galilee, and Judza, and Jeruſalem : and the 
B Power of the Lord was preſent to heal them *, It can 
| be no wonder at all, that as our Saviour's Fame was 
1 ſo much 8 abroad, and his Capacity of healing 
Diſeaſes ſo well known, that there ſhould be ſuch a 
numerous Reſort, and ſo large a Concourſe of 
People attending him. But perhaps he may have, 
ſome ſubtle Meaning in the Word tumultuate; if 
—_: je has, the ſacred Text gives no countenance to 
1 any malignant Interpretation of their Conduct. 17 
ſtrange he fays, they had not ſo much Compaſſion on the 
| | Paralytick, as to give way to him. But if they came 
themſelyes, or brought their Friends upon the ſame 
account, What could there be ſtrange in it? Does he 
not know, that Perſons in Calamity and Diftreſs are 
rincipally urgent to obtain Relief in their own 
Vaſt, before they ſhew much Compaſſion to others? 
Nor was it to be expected, if ſeveral of them labour'd 
under Infirmities, that they ſhould give way to 
another, when perhaps their own Condition was 
ſuch, as equally, if not more, to need our Saviour's 
Commiſeration and Aſſiſtance; and tho' it's a very 
eaſy and common thing to fix Ladders or Stairs 
to the outſide of a Houſe in many Caſes; yet he 
makes a mighty Difficulty of it, that his Bearers 
could get to the Top of the Houſe, with him and his. 
Bed too, This was a Signal and eminent Inſtance 
of their ftrong Perſuaſion, that our Saviour had 
Power ſufficient to work ſo remarkable a Cure, as 
ll | well as of his merciful Inclinations to apply that 

Wl | Power in fo deplorable a Caſe. And it is fo far 
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from being ſtrange, tliat they ſhould rake this Merliod 
when no other would do, that it's much more 
ſtrange to me, he ſhould find any thing to object 
againſt ir. How many things are daily done by 
climbing up the outſides of Houſes and Ships, ank 
much greater Burthens axe drawn up than this could 
be; and as the tops of their Houſes were flat, tWwas 
the eaſier to be done. The Tops of the Houſes 
ſeem to have been in frequent Uſe for divers 
Purpoſes; as, for Converſation, Devotion, Or. and _. 
therefore, I think Dr. Lig befor s Obſervation is very ; 
probable, that there was a Door of Communication 
from the Roof to the lower Part of the Houſe ; 
and if ſo, then breaking up a little of that Cement, 
of which the Floor was compos'd, might make 
ſufficient Room to let down the Paralytick in his 
Bed f. But tis no uncommon thing for People, when 
the Humour rakes them, to make a Mountain of 4 
Mole-hill; and when they have nothing to ſay to the 
Purpoſe, to run down that fide of the Argument 
they oppoſe with boiſterous and ſwelling Words. 
Our Author found it; neceſſary to call this Story 
a Rodomontado ; becauſe, in ſhort, he had little 
elſe to ſay againſt it, but only to beſtow ill Names 
upon it.“ He may ſee, if he pleaſes, how a learned 
Writer girds ſuch Objectors againſt this Part of the 
Goſpel F. But after all, what has our Author's 
whole Diſcourſe to do with the Miracle? He has 
not ſo much as once touch'd upon that all this while 3 
but has thought it ſufficient to cavil at a particul x 
previous Circumſtance, which neither with all Lis 
Art can he make any thing of. But ſuppoſing fo 
once, if that will pleaſe him, that the Circumſtances 
were different, by which this unhappy Perſon was 
brought to be an Object of our Seit Compaſſion; 
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go Dor SAVIOUR's © 
yet if the Cure was really effected, his Authority 
ftands firm from ſuch an Inftance of Power and 
Goodneſs; Prophetical Predictions and other moſt 

plain Criterions concurring herewith. - _ 
He will alſo take into Confideration the Miracle of 
Jeſus's curing the blind Man, for whom Eye-Satve was 
made of Clay and Spitthe *, His Argument againft it 
is this: I this Eye · Salve was naturally medicinal, there's 


"an End of the Miracle; and if it was not at all Medici- 


nal, it was fooliſhly and impertinently applyd. Theſe 
Dilemmas, I own, are very dangerous Weapons in 
Argument; but then they muſt be manag'd by a 


skilful Hand, or otherwiſe they are as liable as any 


other Methods of reaſoning (in our Anthor's Stile 

to be fookſbly and impertinently applied. I am aware of 
a cunning Fetch in his uſe of the Word Medicinal, 
and in his putting Naturaly and not at all Medicinal 
in Oppoſition to one another: Whereas the ſame 
Words ſhould be uſed in both the Parts of the Di- 
ſtribution, only in one affirmatively, and in the other 
negatively. 'Tll therefore clear the Argument from 


Ambiguity, and then anſwer to it: The real Argu- 


ment is this: The Eye-Salve had, in its own Nature, 
Properties or Powers ſufficient to give Sight to a 


Man born blind, or it had not, Cc. I anſwer then, 
it had not, and ſo there is not an End of the Miracle: 


Nor yet was it fooliſoly and impertinently appiy d. For 


it had firſt thoſe Properties and Powers communi- 


catèd to it, and then twas moſt wiſely and perti- 
nently 10 s Our Saviour made ir fit for his 
Purpoſe before he made uſe of it. And why ſhould 


we call in queſtion his Conduct upon this Account? 


Is he always bound to act according to Schemes we 
preſcribe to him? Is he not at Liberty, in all his 


Works, to produee Effects in whatever Way he 


pleaſes, either by immediate Influence, or by the 
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uſe of intermediate ſubordinate Inſtruments? And 


this is ſo far from diminiſhing the Miracle, that 
it rather ſeems to greaten it; for the Clay he en- 
dued with ſuch extraordinary Qualities ſeem'd, in 


it's own Nature, to be an obſtruction to Sight, in- 
ſtead of being any ways conducive to it. 
He alſo intends to confider the ſeveral Stories of 
Jeſus's 77 the dead, tho he don't queſtion his actual 
bringing of the dead to life again. Particularly he finds 
fault with the Account we have, that when he rais'd 
75 Daughter from the Dead, he turned the Pro- 

ple out of the Houſe, who ſhould have been his, beſt and 
propereſt Witneſſes. The turning them out ſeems to 


me to have been an Act of great Prudence and 
_ Goodneſs (as well as an Inſtance how diſtant our 
Saviour's Temper was from all Oſtentation) for ſure 


it could be by no means adviſeable, that a you 
Woman, no more than twelve Years of age, {\ ould 
be expoſed to all that Conſternation and Surprize 
that muſt be occaſioned by the Sight of ſuch a Tu- 
mult as were there: And eſpecially, as ſeveral of 
them are repreſented under the deepeſt Impreſſions. 


of Grief, and expreſſing the moſt paſſionate and bit- 


ter Concern, Beſides, what occaſion could there 
be to admit the Tumult? Oh they would have been 
the beſt and propereſs Witneſſes ! But there was no 
fear of Witneſles at all; there was not the leaſt 
Doubt of her being actually dead. The exceſſive 
Lamentation of the Mourners, and the Peoples 


laughing him to Scorn, when he intimated to them 


that ſne was not brought under a perpetual Death, 


but ſuch an one only, as ſhould be no longer than 


a common Sleep, plainly prove this. And if ſhe was 
really dead, as they all knew, they were capable 
enough of being Witneſſes, when they ſhould after- 
wards ſee her produced alive. Beſides, there were 


five Witneſſes to the Manner in which the Miracle 
- was wrought; and among them, the Father and 


Mother, who I ſhould think were the beſt and propereſt 
| Ha Witneſſes, 


* 
LS 
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Witneſſes, who could eaſily diſtinguiſh whether their 


own Daughter was reſtored to life, or a ſuppoſititi- 
ous Chitd was placed in her Room 1 
He ſays, J s curfing the Fg Tree for its not hearing 


Fruit out of Seaſon ; upon the bare mention of it, appears to 


le a fooliſh, abſurd, and ridiculous Act, if not Figurative. 1 
ſhall take ſome Pains to examine this, and the rather, 


becauſe a great Handle has been taken from hence to 


expoſe our Saviour's Miracles in general, and a fear- 
ful Qat-cry has been made againſt it. And though 
I abſolutely inſiſt upon this Story as being literally 
true, yet I am willifg to allow there was a figurative 
Meaning in it. Our Saviour had taken a great deal 
of Pains, by his Miraculous Operations, his Ap- 
peals to the Prophets, and indeed a variety of Ar- 
guments, to convince the Fews of his divine Miſ- 
fion and Authority: But theſe were all loft upon a 


| ſet of Men, who were refoly'd not to yield to the 


force and evidence of Truth; but inſtead of re- 


gardling the Proofs laid before them, became ſo in- 


| vererate and malicious, as to impute his mighty 
Performances to the Influence and Aſſiſtance of ſome 
diabolical Power. Even they could not deny the 
Reality, no nor even the Power and Greatneſs of 
the Miracles; nor had they the Meanneſs to pretend 
there were any Juglers, ſuch ſtrange Artiſts as to per- 
form thoſe Works; but they aſcrib'd them to 3 
Power ſuperior to that of Men; and out of hatred 
to him, blacken'd and vilify'd him as a Confederate 
with Satan. Now this was highly provoking, and 
deſerv'd the ſharpeſt Reſentment: And therefore 
Chriſt ſeems reſolved, after this, to be more upon 
the Reſerve in his Diſcourſe with them; and when 
he did ſpeak, to expreſs himſelf in a figurative Way; 
+ and accordingly this curſing of the Fig-Tree ſeems 


to have had the ſame Defign. Grotius tells us, The 


* Jewiſh People were repreſented and referred to by 
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te the Fig- Tree, for it was not che time of Tear 
fe for the Fig-Tree to bear Fruit. He had not 
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*© therefore ſo much reſpect to the Tree in this Act, * 


* which if it was unfruitful, was no more to bs 
* blam'd in Spring or Summer time, than in Wins 
be ter ®. I confeſs, I think with Grotivs, there was 
a Moral, and a very uſeful one too, couehd under 
this Action; but I muſt beg leave to diſſent from that 
very great Man as to what follows: For I think it's 
yery probable, that at this time of Year Figs were 
commonly ripe in Judea, for twas but a little be- 
tore the Paſſover, and preſently after the Hoſannas, 
as St. Matthew and St. Mark repreſent it. Now the 
Paſſover was about the time 2 their putting the Sic 
He to the Corn f. For from thence the ſeven Weeks 
were to be numbred, and at the End of which fol- 
lowed Pentecoſt. And their offering their Firſt-Fruits 
was to be ſeven Weeks before Pentecoſt h. It may 
fill however, be thought difficult to account for St. 
Mark's way of Expreſſion : But there's no Neceſ- 
fity of underſtanding the 38 for, as relating to the 
Clauſe immediately foregoing, as though the Senſe 
was, Nothing but Leaves was on the 'Tree, becauſe 
the time of bearing Fruit was not come. But it may 
refer to a more diſtant Clauſe, and ſo be given as a 
juſt Account why Chriſt might come there with a rea- 
' ſonable Expectation of finding Fruit. For the Figs 
were not uſually by this time gathered off from the 
Trees: Nor do we want frequent Inftances of 38 


cw a - — — i. 
- . 


* Salutem Populi Judaici in ſicu figurati, Tempus enim non erat 
2 quo ficus fructum ferret. Non ergo arborem ſpectavit in hoc 
Ro, quæ fi infrugifera eſt, non minus culpa caret verno aut ſtivo, 
uam hyberno tempore. Grotius in Marc. xi. 12. | 
+ Deut. xvi. 9. Comp. Lev. xxiti. 10, 15. 16. 
* Mark xi. 13. And ſeeing a Fig- Tree afar off, having Leaves, be 
came, f haply he might find any Thing thereon: And when he came 
de it, he found nothing but Leaves; for the time of Figs was net 
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being thus uſed in Greek Writers, If St. Paul may 
paſs at leaſt for a good Grecian,  *tis eaſy enough to 
umerate many Inſtances, where it is placed ſeveral 
Perſes after the Clauſe or Sentence, to which ir 
relates; as is obſerved by Mr. Lock and Mr. Peirce, 
tze two late Commentators upon him. Now if this 
be allowed, the Senſe will be plainly this: That Chriſt 
came, if haply he might find any thing thereon; 
and when he came to it, he found nothing but Leaves; 
though he came before the uſual time of taking them 
off the Trees. And if we conſider the Import of 
the Greek Words ka gin, they do not certainly 
mean the time of bearing or having anyFigs at all upon 
= a Tree, hut the time of their Ripeneſs and Uſe: And 
C | | ſo in Exg/iſh, the Time or Seaſon of any ſort of Fruit, 
means the Time or Seaſon of gathering and eating 
| them. Nay, we have a particular remarkable Ex- 
| preſſion to this Purpoſe ; we often ſay of the Growth 
4 | and Fruits of the Earth, that ſuch and ſuch are in 
(| Seaſon ; which anſwers to the Greet Word xa:235s. I 
Will add a farther Confirmation of all this, for which 
I acknowledge my ſelf indebted to the very learned. 
1 Mir. Whiſton: He referred me to Mat. xxi. 34. which 
= removes all Doubt about the Expreſſion; eit xaprov, 
| or the Time of the Fruit, plainly ſignifies the Sea- 
E---* ſon of gathering them, becauſe the Servants were 
ſent to the Husbandmen to receive them. Though 
after all, there is one thing more to confirm my Inter- 
pretation, and that is, the unreaſonableneſs of ſuppoſ- 
ing our Saviour to go out of his Way to look for Fruit on 
a Tree, if it was ſuch a time of the Lear, that none, or 
however none ripe, could be expected from it. 

I confeſs I am almoſt tired with tracing this Wri- 
ter through all his Windings: But we have but one 
Story more left, againſt which he forms any parti- 
cular Objections; and that is about the Journey of 
the Wiſemen out of the Eaſt. I don't perceive there's 
any thing in what he ſays here, but what a common 
in Reader may eaſily ſee through. But ſince he calls 
4 R ah the 
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| the'Frankincinſe and -Myrvh they brought - (Uteralh) 


ſaſekſs and ridiculous Preſents; and fays, The Eu: 
ſhall ſpeak hereafter father to the ſenſeleſnefs - of "this = 


Story literally, He may conſider” the Fathers never 
ſpeak of it as a ſenfeleſs Story literally taken; hüt 
think even the Preſents that were brought to have 
been very ſignificant and ſuitable; 80 Henaus,, The 
«« wiſe Men, by the Gifts they offered, ſhew'd who 
he was that was worſhipped ; they offering Myrrh, 
© becauſe he was to die for Mankind; Göld, de- 
© cauſe he wasa King, whoſe Kingdom ſhould have 
* no End; and Frankincenſe, becauſe. he was 
cc God” *; „ ot A665 Ex. 3 BY 
As to what follows in Mr. , I think it 
very much degenerates both in Thought and Stile 
from whar goes before: Witneſs his fantaſtical Ex- 
hortation to Infidels and Apoſtates, as he calls them; 
his childiſh Play with the Names off Mx. Grounds and 
Mr. Scheme: His Coarſe and low Language, thatſhe 
ſhall ſoundly drub and maul Infidels, and that the Ce- 
Kles of his Heart are rejoiced. Theſe are all things 
too mean to be inſiſted on, and I the rather forbear 
it, as I hope by this time he is aſhamed of them 


himſelf. 
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Chiefly relating to the preſent Con troverſy 
5 between the Advocates for Chriſtian 
ij Revelation and their Adverſaries. 


NOMETIME after Mr. }/e//tor pubs 

Bak lifh'd his Diſcourſe on the Miracles 

of our Saviour, a Friend of mins 

put it into my Hands; upon read- 

ling it, I found ſeveral Exceptions to 

— ſome of the Miracles, which, I ap- 

| pretended, ought to be conſider d; and as I always a 

5 took a great Delight in the Study of the Scriptures; 

| | was willing to review the Paſſages he referred to, 

| and examine how far they were liable to thoſe Ob- 

a | ſervations he had made upon the. And as I had 

4 f never before read ſo much as one of thoſe antient 

Fathers he refers to, and ſeemg to build upon; 1 

= thought I had a good Opp of -acquainting 

4 | my ſelf a little with thoſe W 1 had —.— 
look d into ſome of the Writers of the foregoing 
Centuries, but never went ſo far down as theſe he 
mentions. Upon theſe and ſome other Reaſons, 1 

at length was determined to draw up an Anſwer; 

to which I was farther encourag d by the e 

. . * ac 


nity of ſome of my Friends; and having finiſhed 
that, I now ſubjoin this Appendix, as a proper 
Place to ſuggeſt Tome fart her Conſiderations. 
Mr. ſeems very fond of allegorical Inter- 
pretations of Scripture. I ſhall expreſs my Senti- 
ments of that Method of. Interpretation, in the 
Margin, in the Words of a late Writer . I confeſs, 
. 1 3 | I think 


ing is 
ſenſu ofteudit. And thus Forham's Parable, Judges ix. 7. and man 
of our Saviour's Git, in the Goſpels * - cub Now —1 
will not deny, that where the Things were in their own Nature and 
principal Deſign typical, it might wellbe ſuppoſed, that what was ſaid of 
them miglit, without any Strain or Violence, be referred to the 
Things which they typified. This ſeems to have been the Nature 


* An Allegory, ſays he, is when one thing is ſaid and another th 
intended; as Quint ilian accounts for it, L.8. c. 6, Aliud Verbis, 


= 


and Delign ot the Sacrifices, and ſome of the Ceremonies under the 


Law: And thus particularly the Paſchal Lamb was typical of Chris 
our Paſſover, who was ſatrificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 7. And therefore it 


ſeems not unreaſonable to me to allow, that what was ſaid of it, that 


& Bone, of it ſhould not be broken, Exod. xii. 46. Numb. ix. 12. was 
to be fullilled in Chriſt, which St. John (ſuppoſing E/. xxxiv. 20. does 
not relate to Chriſt) has applied to him, making the Scripture to be 
fulfilled, a Bone of him ſhall not be broken, when Chriſt's Legs were 
not broken, as were thoſe of the two Malefactors who were Cru- 
cified with him, John xix. 36. But to make plain and hiſtorical Nar- 
rations, — which neither in their own Nature are typical, nor are 
in the leaſt hinted in the Hiſtory to be prophetical; I ſay, to make 
theſe to be Allegoties, that is (in the moſt improper Senſe in which 
ſome Expolitors uſe the Word) to be Types, 4 to me to be very 
hard. And though the Modeſty with which I think the Holy Scrip- 
tures ought to be treated, may hinder my ſaying that ſuch Interpte- 
tations are never to be allowed; yet Ithink, we may fafely ſay, we 
ought, for the ſike of the Enemies of our holy Religion, to avoid 
as much as poſlible the giving the Scriptures ſuch a Turn by our In- 


terpretations; and nothing but the utmoſt Neceſſity, it there be, as. 


I hope there is not, any ſuch; ſhould ever ſuffer us to admit of that 
way. of explaining any particular Texts. I am fatisfied that what 
we have — (Gal. iv. 24.) which Things are an Allegory, ought 
to be thus tranſlated — which Things are allegorized: And his Mean- 
ing is, that the Prophet Iſaiab, whoſe Words he cites, v. 27. has 
from this Hiſtory borrowed the Terms wherein he has expreſſed him- 


ſelf in a very fine and noble 2 — — _ _ 5 
02% = 


grammatical, as our own is not: 
ciple paſſive, it is very properly rendred allegorix d, but very impro- 
perly an Allegory. Now this alone ſets the Apoltle's Diſcourſe in 4 
quir different Light, and offers nothing but what is familiar in all 
Languages, and with ona vix. by way of allegory to accom- 
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co I rhink ſuch a way of interpreting Scripture is, as 
=_ much as poſſible, to be avoided. What a Notion 
W | muſt we have of them if they are, as Mr. I —— 
Wi particularly aſſerts as to the four Goſpels, in mo Part 
4 literal Story, but a Syſtem of myſtical Philoſophy or 
| Theology. But indeed in his whole Diſcourſe he 
ſeems not to underſtand the proper Force and Im- 
port of the Words Type and Allegory, though he makes 


nn - 0 
"41 7 7 

ö 4 

t 

| ö \ 


ith - — 8 * = _ UPC + — —_— 


— — - — — 
— > = << * 


il mo date ancient and famous Hiſtories to their own Times, even when 
'' > they were far from imagining that the things allegorized had the leaſt 
1 | Relation to, or were at all typical or tical of that to which 
they applied them. I may borrow an Inftance to my Purpoſe from 
Quintilian in the Place before cited, where he tells us it was a fami- 
| | har Allegory among the Greeks, to ſay Dionyſium Corinthi eſſe, that 
=: Dionyſms is at Corinth, the meaning of which is, that a Man is fallen 
3 Rt 2 a State on Grandeur to a wg mean Nee x3, wed and herein 
they allegorized the Story of Dionyſtus, who having a King in 
Sicily, and expelled, thence for kis Tyranny, went to Corinth, and 
there for a Salary taught School; though no one can imagine that they 
| 2 who uſed the Allegory ſuppoſed that Dionyſus, or the change of his 
| Fortune, was a Type of, or had any other Relation, than that of re- 
| ſemblance to the Perſon or Circumſtances of him to whom they ap- 
| | plied it. Thus when they faid a Man had loos'd, or cut the Gordian 
| Knot, they meant that he had conquer d a great Difficulty; or a Man 
| 
| 
[ 


had daſh'd againſt Scylla, while he endeavour'd to avoid Charybdis; 
they meant that by ſtriving to avoid one Danger he had fallen into 
another, without thinking the old Stories were typical or propheti- 
cal of the Events, to with, by an Allegory, they accommodated 
| them. Thus it became a Proverb among the Fews, Is Saul alſo a- 
8 mong the Prophets? 1 Sam. x. 11. and ch. xix. 24. to ſignify any 7 
9 ſudden, unuſual, and unexpected, when they had no Thought that Sa 
8 was a Type or prophetical Figure of what happened. I can't there- 
1 . fore but think that the ſuppoſing every thing to be originally deſign d 
| | as an Allegory, becauſe it may be or has been allegorized, tends to 
28 Confuſion, caſts a Blemiſh upon the ſacred Hiſtory, opens a 
| r for wild Enthuſiaſm, and tends to harden Infidels in their Pre- 
| Judices againſt Chriſtianity. — All Allegories are tropical Expreſſions, 
| and —— is allegorical any farther than it is tropical: — No Hi- 
| ſtory therefore, or Fact, related in proper Terms, and defign'd to be 
| underſtood fo, can be an Allegory, whatever reſpe& it may have to 
FF 2 elſe; becauſe an Allegory is never to be undeyſtood literally, 
| but only by way of Accommodation and Similitude. Beſides, there 
| | is this Difference between a Type and an Allegory, that the Former reſ- 
| 2 en future, and the Latter ſomething paſt. Pierce's Diſ- 
| tation on Gal. iv. 24. at the end of his Paraphraſe and Notes on the 
| ' Epiſtle to the Philippians, p. 64. | 
FLO ſo 
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ſo much uſe of thoſe Terms and their Derivatives: 


They both of them ſeem to be relative Words, a 
Type ſuppoſes an Archetype, to which it ſtands re- 
lated ; and if the Archetype be real, the Type muſt 


be fo too: Thus in conſequence, if our Saviour's 


ſpiritual Operations upon the Souls of Men were ever 
typified, this implies that there were really ſuch 
Types of him; would it not be thought very ſtrange, 
if as our Saviour's Death was ſuppoſed to be typi- 


fied by the Jewiſh Sacrifices; that yet any Man 
' ſhould deny there were any ſuch Sacrifices, and that 


they were only related as Typical, Figurative, and Pa- 


rabolical, and were in wo Part à literal Story? If it 


be ſaid the four Evangeliſts deſigned no more by 
their Relation, than that Chriſt would hereafter do 


mighty Works (not meaning that he actually in the 


Fleſh did thoſe Miracles recorded of him) this is 
an open Infult upon the Reaſon and Judgment of 


Mankind, as though they were not capable to 
_ diſtinguiſh between propherical and hiſtorical Narra- 


tions, as well as a ſevere Charge of Unskilfulneſs 
or Deceitfulneſs on the Writers themſelves. The 
Evangeliſts mention Time and Place, and the other 


- concomitant Circumſtances, by which matters of 


Fact are uſually repreſented and diſtinguiſhed ; and 
if, in ſpite of this, People will call them only Pro- 
phetical and Parabolical, there can be no depend- 
ance on any Narrative whatſoever, and there's an 
end of all antient Hiſtory at once: Beſides, who 
ever can think it a juſt or proper way of ſpeaking, to 
call parabolical and figurative Repreſentations, , the 
TYPES of real Facts. 

And as little will the Word Allegory help the Caſe. 
An Allegory ſuppoſes ſomething real to allegorize 
upon. Will any Man think, according to the In- 
ſtances in my Reference, that though the Antients 
allegorize the Stories of Dionyſus, the Gordian Knot, 
and of Scylla and Charybdis, that theſe Stories were 
not however literally true? "Tis the ſame Caſe as ta 

| ? I 2 proverbial 
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proverbal Ways of Speech in moſt Languages; they 
are rarner the Monuments and Memorials of ſome 
alt Inc:0ents and Cireumfſtances,, from whence at 
Arik they took their rite, and to which they have a 
Relerence ; and fo; if any thing, are Proofs of thoſe 
very Incidents or Facts. I ewn I think it very pre- 
poſterous to-treat the ſacred Writers in chis Mau- 
ner: we have no Certainty at all, in this way, how 
to interpret them. One Man may allegorize them 
one way, and another, another, as Fancy or Hu- 
mour leads; and fo we may allegorize without end, 
which would bring the Scriptures under the greateſt 
Contempt, and reduce our Holy Religion to the 
moſt wild and frantick Enthuſiaſm. . 


/ 


In the next Place, as to the Miracles: Although 
the Objections againſt them have been often repeat- 
ed, and much inſiſted on; yer if we are willing to 
be determined by Evidence, I am apt to believe we 
ſhall find our ſelves under a Neceſſity of yielding to 
the Truth of them. There ſeem to me to be c wo 
general Heads of Argument neceſſary to be infiſted 
on, in order to clear this Point, and which are, I 
conceive, ſo comprehenſive, as to extend to, and 
obviate all the Objections that can be with any fair- 

neſs urg'd againſt them; and they are Te 


I. The Poſſibility that Miracles ever could be 

wrought, and 1 3 
II. The Probability that there ever actually were 

c n 


The former of theſe, in my Opinion, is capable 
of ſtrict Demonſtration ; and the latter, I think, has 
as many Degrees of the ſtrongeſt Moral Evidence to 
ſupport it, as any antient Facts whatſoever. Mira- 
cles, in the Nature of them, I imagine, import 
ſuch Effects and Performances, as are, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, above the natural Powers and Abilities of the 
Agent to accompliſh ; and this infers that in ea 

Caies 
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| Caſes there muſt be the Affiſtance or Interpoftire of 


forme ſuperiour Being, in order to the Accorhpliſh= 
ment of them. Juglers may play the moſt artful 
Pranks, and weak and credulous Minds may bs 
impoſed upon; yea, or let Men he ſuppoſed to ar- 
rive to the greateſt Penetration and Inſight into Affro- 
nomy, Chymiſtry, Mechanicks, or any Parts of the 
Mathematicks; and by virtue of this Sagacity, do 
what may ſeem ſtrange to ignorant People: Yer ſtill 
there ate Millions of Efeds, that cannot poſſibly 
be produced by any meer human Agent, according 
to his ordinary and common Capacities, I will in- 
ſtante in one, becauſe it is a very ſtrong Caſe, 1 
mean the raiſing the Dead to Life, We cannot, in- 
deed, preciſely fix the Bounds of the Powers of Na- 
ture; but yet we can plainly apprehend what muſt 
be beyond them. For Inſtance, we do not know 
what ſecret Virtues there may be in Plants and Mi- 
nerals; but we do know that bare Words can have 
no natural Virtue in them to cure Diſeaſes, much 
leſs to raiſe: the Dead: We know not what Force 
Imagination or Credulity may have in eritical Diſ- 
eaſes; bur we know that a dead Man has no Ima- 
gination : We know alſo that Blindneſs, Deafneſs, 
and an inveterate Palſy, cannot be cured by Conceit x 
[Therefore Deliverances in ſuch Caſes, as they are 
clearly above the Force of Imagination; ſo are they 
beyond the Powers of Nature *, | 
I fay then, according to the firſt Head of Argu- 
ment, that it is by no means impoſſible for a human 
Agent to produce ſuch Effects, which are beyond 
all the poſſible Efforts of his natural Abilities Now 
here the Being of a God, his being the firſt Cauſe 
of all Things, and the original Author of all thoſe 
Powers and Capacities that any of his Creatures are, 
were, or ever can be poſſeſſed of, muſt be taken 


—— — Lee. 
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For granted; becauſe they are aeſtions entirely pre- 


vious to this we are upon, and fall under a very di- 


ſtinct Conſideration. However, as to theſe Points, 
the Maſters of Reaſon will find themſelves moſt agree- 
ably entertain'd by thoſe incomparable Pens of Dr. 
Clark, and the great Mr. Howe: And therefore I ſay, 
ing theſe for granted, all that remains to be exa- 


mined, lies in two Things, that is, | 
I. Whether God himfelf can produce Effects ſuperior 


to the urmoſt Efforts of any human Power. And then, 


II. Whether he can ſo far interpoſe, as by theſe 
miraculous Operations, wheneyer he pleaſes, to bear 


%. 


witneſs to any Perſon. 


I. As to the firſt, the Relation we are ſuppoſed to 
ſtand in to him, as Creatures, plainly proves it, for 
the Effect cannot produce itſelf: Conſequently, the 

Cauſe that did produce it, muſt have a Superiority 
of Power; and where there is that, there muſt be 
a Capacity of producing greater Effects than the Ef- 
fect it ſelf can have. Beſides, his being the firſt in- 
telligent Cauſe of all Things, immediately infers a 
Train of the moſt excellent and glorious Perfections, 


that muſt unavoidably follow from that Suppoſition; 
from whence might m7 be prov'd his Power of 
n 


producing Effects vaſtly (not to ſay infinitely) above 
thoſe that can be produced by Men. Now the 
Power being allow'd, the only Queſtion that remains 
is about the Application of it: And ſurely, when 
once the Power is ſuppofed, there can be no manner 
of Difficulty in conceiving the Exerciſe of it. For 
a principle of Action to act, are Ideas that bear a 
very plain and eaſy Connection. If it be ſaid he has 
the Power, but cannot apply or exert it at what 


Times or on what Occaſions he pleaſes, this is ſay- 
ing he has, and has not the Power; that he can at 


and cannot act at the ſame time, which is a Con- 
tradiction. If then God has the Power of produ- 


eing the greateſt and moſt marvellous Effects, and can 


apply 


apply that Power on what Occaſions he pleaſes," he 
can at anytime by miraculous Operations bear Wit- 
neſs to any Perſon's Character and Commiſſion. . 


II. We may conſider what Probability there is 
that there ever actually were ſuch Performances. 
If God can, according to what I obſerved above; 
interpoſe to produce extraordinary Effects out of the 
common courſe of Nature, and which cannot be 
produc'd by the natural Abilities of the Agent, whom 
he imploys as his Inſtrument; the Queſtion then will 
be, whether he wil! do thus; or in other Words, 
whether tis congruous to his Perfections ſo to do 
on any Occaſion. Now no one can doubt, if there 
was at any time a proper Occaſion, but God would 
do it. For it is a neceſſary part of Wiſdom for a 
moral Agent rightly to circumftantiate his Conduct, 
and to act agreeably to the Nature, State, and Sea- 
ſon of Things. To ſay that no ſuch State of Things, 
no ſuch Occaſion can poſſibly fall out, would, IL 
thinkz be a very great degree of Preſumption ; be- 
cauſe a Man that affirms this, talks with certainty 
where he has no certainty at all. If then, ſuch an 
Occaſion may fall out, he himſelf muſt be the moſt 
proper Judge when that is: For it would be prepo- 
ſterous to pretend that a moral Agent models his 
Conduct according to the reſpective States and Seg- 
ſons of Things, withcat judging and determini 
when thoſe States and Seaſons are, according to which 
his Conduct is directed: And much more is this to 
be allowed as to the ſupreme Being. Thus far then 
ſeems to be pretty clear, that as God always had 
82 ſo he always would interpoſe by miraculous 
perations whenever he thought fit. 
Let us then ſee what Grounds we have to believe 
that God has actually at any time thus interpoſed. 
Now as this leads us to the Conſideration of matters 
of Fact, it muſt be remember d there are but to 
poſſible ways of coming to the Knowledge of ſuch 
hings; and they are, the Evidence of our own 


* 
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Senſes, and the Teſtimony, of others. By the for- 
mer we cannot poſſibly obtain the Knowledge of. * I 
0 


Events hronght to paſs before our own times; 


t all we have to depend upon, muſt be from the 


eftimony of others; and that is in this caſe as full, 
clear and ſtrong, as in any Caſes whatſoever that 
xelate to matters of Fact fo diſtant from our own 


Times. The Writings of the New Teſtament, where- 
in theſe Things are recorded, were after their firſt 
Compoſure no Secrets, they were in all Mens Hands, 


and were copied out freely by every one that deſir'd 


it. We find within an hundred Years after that 
time, both by the Epiſtle of the Church of Smyrna, 


by Juſtin and Trengus, not to mention Clemens of 
Rome, who lived in that time, or Ignatius and Poly- 
carp who lived very near it, That the Authority of 


theſe Writings was early received, and ſubmitted 
to; that they were much read and well known; and 


though by the Negligence of Tranſcribers, ſome 
ſmall Variations might happen among ſome of the 
Copies ; yet it was not poſſible for any, that might 
have had the. wickedneſs to do it, to have cor- 
xupted thoſe Writings by any Additions or Altera- 
tions, it being ſo early ſpread into ſo many Hands, 
and that in fo many different Places. This Narra- 
tion gave great Scope to a variety of Enquiries; it 
rais d much Diſputing, Oppoſition and Perſecution; 
and yet nothing was ever pretended to be prov d 
that could fubvert it's Credit, or invalidate the Truth 
and reality of the Facts ſpecified in it. *Tis true 
there was a Pretence that thoſe wonderful Things 
were done by the Power of an evil Spirit ; but this 
is both an Acknowledgment of the Truth of thoſe 
Facts, and alſo of their being ſupernatural. Beſides, 
what end could any evil Powers be fauppoſed to ſerve 


by ſach Operations, in Confirmation of what is (our 


Adverſaries themſelves, being Judges) a moſt admira- 
ble Syſtem of Morality ? Theſe Things were not 


done in the Dark, nor in the Preſence of a few, in 


whom 
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whom a particular Confidence was put; but in full 
Day-Light, and in the Sight of great Numbers, 
Enemies as well as Friends; and ſome of thoſe E- 
nemies were both the moſt inrag'd and the moſt ca- 
pable of making all poſſible Exceptions to what was 
done. Such were the Rulers of the Synagogues, and 
the Phariſees in our Saviour's time: And yet they 
could neither deny the Facts, nor pretend that there 
was any Deceit or Juglary in them. We have there- 
fore (as Biſhop Burnet infers from theſe Particulars) 


all poſſible Reaſon to conclude, that both the Things 


were truly done as they are related, and that no 
juſt Exception was or could be made to them. Nay, 

{ome of the. bittereſt Enemies to Chriftianity, how 
' eager and induftrious ſoever they have been to leſ- 
- Ten and reduce our Saviour's Character, and caſt a 
blemiſh upon his Miracles, have ftill maintain'd the 


reality of the Facts. Thus Hierocles, Porphyry and 
Julian, don't pretend to deny them, but only en- 


deavour to N them. Twould be endleſs to 


inſiſt upon all the Inſtances that might ſerve to cor- 


roborate the Credibility of our Saviour's Miracles, 


as well as to undertake the anſwering all thoſe Sup- 


poſitions chat a fruitful Fancy, under the Influence 
of Prejudice, may raiſe againſt them. But this I 
muſt beg leave to ſay, is not the proper Method of 
managing ſuch a Controverſy : We muſt not build, 
upon Suppoſitions, but Proof; and ſuch kind of 
Proof as is agreeable to the Nature of the Thing : 
And all the World muſt allow that Teftimony is as 
much the direct and proper way for the Proof of an- 
tient Facts, as the mathematical Method is for the 
Objects it is converſant about. So that either theſe 
Miracles muſt be prov'd impoſſible or abſurd, or the 
Teſtimonies we rely upon be overthrown by Teſti- 
monies of not only. equal, bur greater Weight and 
Credibility. I ſhall only add, that though my Ar- 
gument upon this Head did, in the former Part of 
it, take in no more than what was applicable to any 

** : mere 
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” , . Events Urouguc to pals before our own times; 7 
1 that all we have tg depend upon, muſt be from the 
eſtimony of others; and that is in this caſe as full, 
dlear and frong, as in any Caſes whatſoever that 
17 to matters of Fact fo diſtant from our own 


Times. The Writings of the New Teſtament, where- 
in theſe Things are recorded, were after their firſt 

Compoſure no Secrets, they were in all Mens Hands, 

and were copied out freely by every one that deſir d 
it. We find within an hundred Years after that 
time, both by the Epiſtle of the Church of Smyrna, 
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| whom a particular Confidence was put; but in full 
Day-Light, and in the Sight of great Numbers, 
Enemies as well as Friends; and ſome of thoſe E- 
nemies were both the moſt inrag'd and the moſt ca- 
pable of making all poſſible Exceptions to what was 
done. Such were the Rulers of the Synagogues, and 
the Phariſees in our Saviour's time: And yet they 
could neither deny the Facts, nor pretend that there 
was any Deceit or Juglary in them. We have there- 
fore (as Biſhop Burnet infers from theſe Particulars) 
all poſſible Reaſon to conclude, that both the Things 
were truly done as they are related, and that no 
- juſt Exception was or could be made to them. Nay, 
{ome of the. bittereſt Enemies to Chriftianity, how 
- eager and induftrious ſoever they have been to leſ- 
- {en and reduce our Saviour's Character, and caſt a 
blemiſh upon his Miracles, have ftill maintain'd the 
reality of the Facts. Thus Hierocles, Porphyry and 
Julian, don't pretend to deny them, but only en- 
deavour to diſparage them. Twould be endleſs to 
inſiſt upon all the | acl that might ſerve to cor- 
roborate the Credibility of our Saviour's Miracles; 
as well as to undertake the anſwering all thoſe Sup- 
poſitions that a fruitful Fancy, under the Influence 
of Prejudice, may raiſe againſt them. But this I 
muſt beg leave to ſay, is not the proper Method of 
managing ſuch a Controverſy : We muſt not buil 
upon Suppoſitions, but Proof; and ſuch kind o 
Proof as is agreeable go the Nature of the Thing : 
And all the World muſt allow that Teftimony is as 
much the direct and proper way for the Proof of an- 
tient Facts, as the mathematical Method is for the 
Objects it is converſant about. So that either theſe 
Miracles muſt be prov'd impoſſible or abſurd, or the 
Teſtimonies we rely upon be overthrown by Teſti- 
monies of not only equal, but greater Weight and 
Credibility. I ſhall, only add, that though my Ar- 
gument upon this Head did, in the former Part of 
it; take in no more 2 was applicable to any 

2 mere 
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mere human Prophet; yet I am very far from hav- 
ing ſuch low Thoughts of my bleſſed Saviour, who was 


the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſi Image 


of his Perſon, by'whom alſo he made the Worlds, which 


Aare Things that can never be faid of the greateſt 


workers of Miracles whatſoever. Now if God can 
bear Witneſs to the Commiſſion of any Perfon, rhe 


Argument certainly riſes with Advantage as to his 


own Son, who was a Man approved of God among the ſews, 
by Miracles, Wonders, and Signs, which God did by;him 
in the midſt of them, as they themſelves alſo knew *. 


The Reader will obſerve that I have only contend- 


ed for this, that God has really interpoſed in ſome 


caſes to bear witneſs to a Perſon's Commiſſion, with- 


out laying down any dogmatical Aſſertions as to the 
manner of that Interpoſure. It may be a Difficulty, 
whether it conſiſted in the Communication or Deri- 
vation of any new inherent Powers to the workers 


of Miracles themſelves, or whether he himſelf im- 


mediately produced thoſe amazing Effects upon cer- 
tain Circumſtances; ſuch as a ſolemn Appeal to 
God, or the Invocation of the Name of Jeſus by 
the worker of Miracles, or upon the Application 
and Faith of the diſtreſſed Perſons themſelves, ex- 
| preſſed by any outward Signs. As we have In- 
ſtances f. The latter of theſe ſeems to have been 
the caſe as to feveral Miracles recorded in Scripture, 
particularly, Elijah in two of thoſe recorded of him, 
ſeems not to have produced thoſe Effects himſelf, but 
they rather followed upon his Appeal to God ; that 
a plain Diſtinction might be made between the true 


and, falſe God , and that he might be vindicated 


as a true Prophet of the Lord, and not be liable to 
the Impatatio and Treatment of an Impoſtor f. 
And perhaps thus might God be ſuppoſed to act in 
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after times, when upon the Apoſtle's Invocation of 
the Name of Jeſus, he immediately effected what 
was deſired or expected. It ſeems not unlikely, thas 
in this Reſpe& there might particularly be x vaſt 
Difference between our Saviour and other workers 
of Miracles: He might have the Power in himſelf, 
and yet God be ſaid, as in the Text abovementioned, 
to do thoſe Miracles by him; becanſe, as Mediator, 
he acted by virtue of the Father's Commiſſion and 
Authority. Iam not certain. whether the Diſtinction 
T have hinted may not be ſuppoſed to receive ſome 
Countenance from Acts iii. 12. 16. | 
' I hope now upon rhe whole, it will be allowed 
that I have, in a calm and inoffenſive way, endea- 
voured a Vindication of our Saviour's Miracles. 1 
rhink in all Controverſies, Peace and Love are very 
much to be regarded, as well as Truth; and that 
Modeſty and Diffidence of ones ſelf very much be- 
come ſuch fallible Creatures as we are in all our 
Diſputes, even though we ſuppoſe our ſelves never 
ſo much in the right. Upon this Conſideration, I 
have endeavour'd to avoid any Inſults or Refle&ions 
upon thoſe Gentlemen, who think fit to declare 
themſelves the Adverſaries of Chriſtian Revelation. 
' Nay, I have even avoided the very uſe of the Name of 
Dx1srs; for however inoffenſive that Word may be 
ſuppoſed to be in it's ſtrict Signification, yet it is evident, 
that both in Converſation, and by Writers, it has been 
often uſed in ſuch a way as is expreſſive of a great 
deal of Diſguſt and Reſentment. Nor, though I 
have contended in favour of Revelation, will the Gen- 
tlemen, I hope, conclude” in what I have ſaid, that 
T have run out into an furious Tranſports or Excur- 

ſions foreign to the Argument. In this Reſpe&, I 
may poſſibly have diſappointed Mr. N , who 
defires nothing more than to be furiouſly , attack'd from 
the Preſs. But even His unjuſtifiable Reflections up- 
on the bleſſed Feſus, ſhall not provoke me to ſuch 

2 Temper and Spirit, as he ſtrictly caution d his Diſ- 
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ciples againſt; Tis not indeed for one of my Pro- 


vince, and eſpecially at ſuch an unexperienc'd and 
early part of Life, to diate to my Superiours, to 


_ eircumſcribe the Bounds of magiſtratical Authority, 


or preſcribe to them any Rules about the meaſure 
and extent of Ciyil Liberty. Thoſe that have the 
Honour and Dignity of ſuch a Province, muſt be 


ſuppoſed a great deal better skilled in ſuch matters, 


and are able (if they wanted Aſſiſtance) to procure 


much better Adviſers. I ſhall only therefore declare 
for my own part, that in my Station of Life, I ſhould 
neyer be ſo officious as to bring, any Perſon into 
Trouble merely for disbelieving or diſowning the 


Scriptures; for as I ſhould have but an indifferent 
Opinjon of thoſe that are made Proſelytes by ſuch 
Means, ſo I ſhould not be very induſtrious to obtain 
them. As Chriſtians, I think, we generally allow 
that Perſecution for any Principles or Opinions is 


— 


not only contrary to natural Humanity, but what 


was very remore from the Temper and Diſpoſition 


of our Bleſſed Lord and Mafter ; and as Proteſtants, ' 


we have maintain'd the Liberty of private Judgment, 
and fix'd Perſecution as an indelible Reproach upon 
divers Members of the Church of Rome, thongh in 


Juſtice and Honour to ſome other valuable Perſons. - 


of that Communion, I muſt own I have heard them 
very heartily declare againſt it. I am really deſirous 
to hear every one of the Arguments that can be al- 


ledged againſt the Authority of the Scriptures, and 


that they too ſhould be propos'd in their greateſt 
Strength, though till with Seriouſneſs and Modeſty : 
And if they are never to be anſwer'd any other 
way (though I am fully perſuaded thoſe hitherto 


produced may be anſwer'd without much Difficulty) | 


J ſhould not care, for my own part, to be inſtru- 
mental to deliver the. Maintainers of them over to 
the Secular Powers. No, I aſſure the World I have 
no ſuch Opinion of the weakneſs of thoſe Argu- 
ments, . by which Chriſtian Revelation is ſupported, 
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nor of the moſt formidable Attacks that have been made 
againſtit by thoſe Gentlemen, who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
as our Antagoniſts, as to be diſtruſtful of the Cauſe, 
upon a fair, impartial, and candid Conſideration. 

How many vain and weak Suggeſtions have been 
frequently offered againft the Scriptures, which even 
the more judicious and ſober fort of thoſe, who 
have doubted of, or even diſowned their Authority, 
have been aſhamed of? No Body can pretend 
to deny the Poſſibility that God can reveal his Mind 
and Will to Mankind if he pleaſes: And as ſuch 


a Revelation muſt unqueſtionably be a great Happi= 


neſs and Privilege to us at any time, it is highly 
congruous at leaſt, for a Being of ſuch infinite Be- 
nignity and Benevolence to his Creatures to afford 
it; nay, the ſtate and condition of Mankind upon 
ſeveral Accounts ſeems to make it probable he would 
do it, not to ſay, even neceſſary to ſuppoſe he has 
done it. But Ineed not now dwell upon the Reaſons 
to be aſſigned for a Revelation in general, which have 
been offer d to the World by many much better 
Hands than mine. As to that Revelation which we 
call the Scriptures, I think we have all the moral 
Evidence, that the nature of the Thing will admit 
of, to ſupport the Credibility of it. We have a 
Narrative of certain Facts, as to which it is little 
leſs than impoſſible, that the firſt Relaters could 
either be deceived themſelves, or be able to impoſe 
upon others: And ſeveral material Facts we have 
confirmed to us by ſome of the bittereſt Enemies to 
theſe Writings. But it would be endleſs to repeat 
all that has, upon theſe Heads, been ſo often ſaid 

already. What now do the Adverſaries of Scripture 
{ay to all this? Have they been able to produce any 
authentick Accounts, any truer Narratives of things 
in Oppoſition, or. do they ſo much as pretend any 
Evidence of this Nature on their Side, that will 
bear any tolerable Compariſon with ours? Nothing 
leſs! We are, it ſeems, to be put off with allegori- 
cal Interpretation* af Prophecies and Miracles; that 
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is, with a parcel of chimærical, fictions, conjectu- 
ral and fabulous Suppoſitidhs, for which there is 


not the leaſt Foundation: But would any Man of 
ſober Reaſon treat th loweſt Degree of Evidence at 


fuch a Rate? Is it not nuch more a name that ſuch 
Things are to be put in the Balance againſt ſo much 
good Senſe and Reaſon, as the ingenious Mr. Ditton 
has offered in his Controverſy ? But which is worſe, 


how often have the Scriptures been vilified with the 
moſt reproachful Expreſſions, and ſpoken of in terms 


of the greateſt Diſdain and Contempt. When par- 


ticular Paſſages have been recited out of it, and 
one expects to hear a rational Objection, you are 
immediately alarmed with a monſtrous Out- cry, that 
they are all Rodomont ados and moſt Romantick Tales; 


| 


and when the Advocates for Scripture are menti- 


oned, they are treated with equal Indignity and 
Scorn: The whole Body of our Divines muſt be 
accounted a parcel of ignorant, or deſigning, knav- 
iſ Men; notwithſtanding the great Learning, po- 
lite Education, Incegrity and well eſtablifh'd Repu- 
tation of many of them; notwithſtanding the great 
Figure and Uſefulneſs of ſome of them in the Com- 
monwealth of Learning, as well as in the Church 
of Chriſt : Their Employment and the Scheme they 


purſue, muſt be repreſented under the genteel and 


polite Expreſſion of Prieftcraft ; and their preaching, 
nothing elſe but vending their brazen-fac'd Bulls aud 


Blunders.” This is now the very pink of the Mode 


with ſome Men, the inferiour Tribe of Diſputants 
in this Controverſy. But, notwithſtanding my back- 


wardneſs to Perſecution, no Body can imagine that 


ſuch Management is to be juſtified or excuſed in 
them, which in one of our own fide of the Queſtion 


I muſt abhor. And vet I will not, even In this 


Caſe, appeal to the Civil Magiſtrate, but -will de- 
liver them over to the Cenſure and Chaſtiſement of 
their own Friends, our more judicious and ſober 
Adverſaries; who as they have Senſe enough to de- 
ſpiſe ſuch a Conduct, fo, I promife my ſelf, 1 
8 | | nays 
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have the Honour to reſeg̃t it And indeed ſuch kind of 

Writers ſeldom fail go bring Diſcredit both upon any 
Cauſe theyhandle, and * upon ghe Patrons of it. 
here's one th ig me from takin 


much Liberty in D eier the Turkiſo A. 
coran, az e edneſs with that 
Language ieh it wi Written, and having 
nothing g gepe Tra tion; and, 
really is to me to eat Inftance of Un- 
fairneſs/ Preſumption, Mn Man to undertake 
the Cahtion of any Syſtems of Doctrines or 
Laws, Mat are Had in great g deem and Veneration 


ſelf, as much as poſſible, Male of thoſe Syſtems, 
and getting as thorough an Inlight into them as may 
be; which can never be douc Without conſulting the 


Originals. It's forty to one, in ſuch a Caſe, but that 


many of the Arguments produced are nothing elſe 


but mere Miſrepreſentation, and the Diſcoveries of 


a Man's pure Ignorance. And here perhaps Mr. 
WJ "Ss Kas Bulls and Blunders may come in 
well enough ; for I am willing to keep in as many 


of his Elegancies as I can find a proper place for. 
But co remrn : — 


I confeſs it appears very ſtrange to me, that 
among ſo many Gentlemen, who take up the Cud- 


gels againſt the Scriptures, there ſhould be ſo few, 
who will be at the Pains to furniſh and qualify them- 


ſelves this way, which I ſhould think indiſpenſably 


neceſſary. Tis evident, the better a Man is ac- 


uainted with the Scriptures, and the more thorough 
. he has of the Originals, that generally 


ſpeaking, the more his Prejudices and Objections 


are abated, and the more his Eſteem and Value for 
thoſe Writings is enhanc'd and improv'd. I need 
not, I ſuppoſe, here mention thoſe very great Names 


in later times, who have been, and ftill are univer- - 
ſally efteem'd, very ftri& and laborious Searchers - 


after Truth, and very rational in their Inquiries ; 
in whom this Obſervation has been fully and plainly 


y whole Nations of People, 155 maling him 
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hb cular Schemes of this or . boat to the yr. 
| | 8 ture it ſelf. x LR 
Bs. conclude : If che Bible is. _ word. of 50 | 
IF tis as much their Intereſt to receive it, as it 
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Fi not impartially examine. the Evidences of ls being 


o. If it is not the Word af Cod, we are left at Prot. 
Hons Uneertainty about ſome of our molt val n. 

ble Concerns : But however, as the Being of a GG., 
* and the Light of Nature, is allowed by our Adve Epos. 
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4 in ' faries in this Controverly, we may conſider that theß 
* PEN. themſelves muſt agree with the Advotates of Chri- 
"V2 10 » =, Manicy, ie heartily eſpouſing the Intereſts of Vue; 
A ITY ; 16 prometing i in the World the Performance of thoſe. 
* ect ive Duties we owe. to God to each other,” 
and our felves: And fo muſt. offincair all praper 
and Gevortonal Reſpects to God, and join in pro- 
18 moting che leveril Offices of Juſtice, Humanivy 
| Foot . and Toe; In the Obſervation of the Rules of Vu ne 
4 . and Sobriery, and in a Word, Goodneſs in i”'s 
full Extent, er Latitude, and in all ics Branches. 
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